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This document is presented by
the Sarasota Bay National

Estuary Program (SBNEP)

to develop a spirit of stewardship
and an appreciation of the assets and
#) natural treasures of the area.

i Congress established the

Narional Estuary Program (NEP)
through the Clean Warter Act
Amendments of 1987 in
recognition of the importance of
preserving and enhancing coastal
environments. In 1989, the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) designated Sarasora
Bay as an estuary of national
significance. The SBNEP is

one of 28 National Estuary
Programs in the nartion.

Five staff coordinate and
facilitate program objectives,
manage projects, and support

4 communiry outreach activiries.
N
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The Gulf Coast ll.'ll-FIllfil;l.ﬂ. 54 trl:lp-;ii:]f para-
dise best known for its aquamarine waters
and whire sandy beaches. The area fearures

outstanding fishing, boating and wildlife
VICWINE Oppontunies.

Located on the Southwest
Coast of Flonida, The region
ENCOM PAsscs MM Eno s
bays and rivers and is bor-
dered by aquartic pre-
serves, extending from
Terra Ceia Bay o the
north and Lemon Bay

io the south. The

crown jewel of the
area, Sarasora Bay, is
a smull, subtrapical
estuary currently
classified as an
Outstanding
Florida “Water
and an Esguary
of Marional
Significance.

&

The Sarasota Bay
region is home to a wide variery of marine
life, including: Dolphins, Manatees, Black
Muller, Red Drum, Spotted seatrout,
Snook, Blue Crab, Stone Crab and Bai
Shrimp. The endangered West Indian
Manatees occupy Sarasota Bay during most
months, and the large Bonlenose Dolphin
population, which is largely comprised of
permanent residents, calls Sarasota Bay
home year round. In addition, the Gulf
beaches along the bay's
barricr islands support
Loggerhead Turtles

and rheir annual

MESTINg ACLivities.
In 1998, more
than 4,538 nests
of loggerhead
turtles were docu-

mented for the region.

Wect Indian

Maratess ool
Saracota Bay
Ehaesr e,




An estuary is a coastal area where fresh
water from rivers and streams miees with
galtwarer from the occan. Also known as
“cradles of the sea”, estuaries provide im-
portant spawning grounds and nurser-
ies for at least two-thirds of the nanon’s
fisheries. The area affords rremendous
recreational fishing opportuniries.

The Gulf Coast of Florida is also known as
the Mangrove Coast. Historically, man-
groves, sca oats, sea grapes, palmertos and
cedars dominated the lands thar lie along
the miles and miles of whive sandy beaches
that make up the Gulf Coast. Healthy wet-
lands and mangroves (integral components
of the estuary ecosystem) provide a num-
ber of esential bencfits wo Sarasora Bay,
These habitats provide food and shelver for
baylife, flier sediments and pollution and
help to protect shorelines from erosion.

During the past 50 years, development has
caused a decline in the quantity and qual-
ity of Sarasota Bay's wetlands. You can learn
maore abour the importance of these vinal
wetland habitars, and whar you can do w
help. ar one of the many wetland restora-

En joay the view of Saracota
Eay at the Corpina
EajWalk at Ledfic Kesy

i sites located on the Gulf Coast Hen-
tage Trail. Each site offers boardwalks, na-
ture trails, educarional signage and bro-
chures. Visit the Coquina Bay'Walk ar Leffis
Key, Joan M. Durante Park, Chuick Point
MNature Preserve, Sarasota BayWalk,
Bayfront BayWalk and Selby Gardens
Shoreline Restomation Project.

wWihike Pelicanc at
Cortez i winber,




The system will link the areas
cultural, natural and historical
resolrces promoting a sense of
place, enhancing stewardship and
ecotourism for the region.
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About the

The Gulf Coast Herirage Trail (GCHT) is
an auto tour route thar integrares Sarasota
and Manavee County’s environmenral, cul-
ural, and historical poines of inrerest
through a color-coding system. There are
117 possible destinarions o visit along this
scenic vehicular roure. Museums, visitor
centers, art and cultral locations present
many educational and recreational oppor-
tunitics and are complimented by locations
thar affer mamire walks and scenic mails, wald-
life viewing sites, bicycling through natural
arcas, and kayak and canoe aguaric trails.

Because it would be difficuly to wravel the
GUCHT in a day, the route has been seg-
mented into three arcas, North, Cenrral,
and South. Each loop can be followed
closely or one may detour 2~

v mearby sites depending . 3
on the traveler’s sched-
ule. A fold-our map of |
the trail includes a brief |
description of cach des-
cinarion on the trail as
well as important con-
tact phone numbers
including those for
Visitor

CEoNnLers, .I -
chambers of com- ‘%\ \

merce, and county

and stare parks. "

Gugf Coast Heritage Trail

Road signs have been installed along local,
county, and state roads with arrows direct-
ing traffic vo the GCHT destinarions, Each
of the 80 signs is clearly marked with the
Gulf Coast Heritage Trail logo above easy-
to-read direcrional arrows. By following
road signs and with the map in hand, even
the most novice explorer can visit all 117
points of interest proficiently.

The “Gulf Coast Heritage Trail Brochure™
is a companion document to the " Blueways
Guide” and "Chronicles of Flonda’s Gulf

Coast.” These publications offer addivional
informarion to Southwest Florida's ecology
and marine environments.
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The rich heritage of Manatee and Sarasota
counties centers around the Manatee River
and Sarasota Bay. Burial, midden, and
temple mounds located along the river
banks and bay share have provided evidence
of human habitation 10,000 tw 12,000 years
agn. Owver the centuries, warerfront locarions
continued to artract inhabitants. When set-
tlers first arrived in the 1840s, Florida was
ot yet a state. The territory was populated
by scarrered fishermen who came from Cuba
and established fishing camps called ranchos
on the coast for use primarily during the
fishing season. Seminole Indians, though re-
stricted by the federal government to inre-
rior lands, mingled with the new arrivals.

of Southern

A Little Bit
Qf History

At its founding in 1855, Manatee County
consisted of 5,000 square miles and extended
from the Gulf of Mexico to Lake Okeechobee
and from Tampa Bay to Charote Harbor.
In the 18705, the notion of Sarasowm Bay as a
place for recreation onginaied. By thar time
the Webhs (early area homesteaders) were ad-
vertising the Webb Resort Hotel ar Osprey
and seasonal visitors began visiting the local
bay area. A variery of schooners, some buik
locally, were used in the bays, In the carly
19205, all of Forida experienced a period of
rapid growth. Within the first five years of
that decade, the area’s population more than
tripled, and Sarasora County broke away
From Manatee.,

Eeachcombers on Anna Maria kland in the early 900
10




Always important induseries— agriculture
and fishing— eased the counries through
the depression of the 1930,

The region experienced a population explo-
sion after World War [T, with the accompa-
nying growth in industry, shopping centers,
schools and wourist anractions and accom-
miodations. As they did decades ago, the sce-
nic and bounrful waters of Managee and
Sarasota still draw new residents and vasi-
tars to its beauniful shores,

Cortez
fichermen
puling in Eheir
netc off Arra
Aaria m
Bayfront Park.

i



Paricrmirg Arte Hall

Culture

The Gulf Coast Heritage Trail offers an ar-
ray of culoural areractions, which range from
visual and performing ars and narionally
famous museums to internationally re-
nowned festivals, Home o many writers,
artists and patrons, Manatee and Sarasora
counties present a year-round festival of the
arts. Among the riches from which visitors
may choose are preductions on 12 theatn-
cal stages, including six professional theater
companies and three dinner theaters. At the
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall (designed
by Frank Lloyd Wright Associates), you can
sec a full scason of artistic performances.
Music lovers can select from among a sym-
phony orchestra, an opera company, choral
groups, smaller orchestras, concert bands
and numerous jarz ensembles, The region's
cultural community also offers outstanding
ballet and ballroom dance companies. Vi-

| sueal arts are enhanced by six communiry arns

organizations, four college galleries and
nearly 50 commercial art galleries. A world-
class collection of Baroque art along with a
Circus Museum and Venetian-styled man-
sion are part of the Ringling Museum, a gift
of John and Mable Ringling to the people

I'I-‘I. rli_‘l[id.l. {J1I'|Er hilf! ;II'II'J IS CLINTES LIJLJ'I

Crerchen ) AMuseim,




as the Crosley Museum and De Soto MNa-
tianal Memorial educate visivors about the
area’s history, Mote Marine Laboratory and
Aguarium is a renowned marine research
and educational Ffacility with exhibits fea-
turing sharks, manatees, sea turtles and
other marine life thar inhabic nearby coastal
waters, The Sourh Florida Museum miplex
showcases Florida from the stone age to the
space age, and also offers a planetarium and
manatee aquaniim. Many local towns and
cities within the region celehrate with art
fairs and annual festivals, The Gulf Coast
culural hentage 5 further heralded by a
Confederate reenactment, a colorful parade,
a historic fuhing village celebration in the
Village of Cortez, and Spanish Congquista-
dor-themed evenes. Other oprions thar draw
enthusiastic audiences include film, jaz,
new plays and chamber music, plus a six-
month-long repertory theaver festival, I is
fram all over the United Scares—as well as
from many other parts of the world-chat
visttors and residents have oraveled, each
.:u;lding_ 13} .1r|.1;| cnj:r}'iug the culoural rich-
ness of this region,

D Sobo Mationsl AMermorial

Garniio
Piartabion

Naraltee
(Wfs'T | ity ArtcE
Fest e,

Heritaoge Park,

Ciparech Fhosnit,

Hictorical Park.



Habitats

Estuaries, where fresh wacer from nivers and
crecks mixes with salowarer from the sea,
ane also kiown as “cradles of the sea.” Estu-
aries provide imporant spawning grounds
and nurseries for ar least ewo-thirds of the
nations fisheries and are among the most
bislogically productive areas in the world.
The rwo most locally imporsant Bay habi-
rats are seagrasses and mangroves,

Seagrasses

Scagrass meadows characterize most of the
shallow waters of the area. The most
common species of grass in the area are
shoal grass (Halodule wrightii), widgeon
grass (Ruppia maritimal, turtlegrass
(Thalassia testudinum), and manaree grass
(Syringodium fliforme).

Scagrass beds are important to estuarine
productivity in many ways. They contrib-
ute to the nueriemt cycle through decom-
position of leaf fragments. The grass beds
provide protective nursery area for juvenile
fish, shrimp, and crabs, and provide a sur-
face for growth of algal epiphytes which
serve as food for fish and crustaceans. Mana-
tees feed directly on seagrasses, Seagrass mots
also bind soils and reduce erosion and nurbidicy

during strong tidal currents or storms,

Sarasota Bay lost abour 30 percent of its
scagrass beds berween 1950 and 1990, with
additional significant losses prior wo 1950,
Dredge-and-fill projects covered and re-
moved grass beds, and pollution from
wastewater and stormwater damaged or
killed seagrass. This decrease in habitat, in
turn, contributed 1o a decrease in the Bay's
fishery producrion.

Reocent improvements in wasicwater and
stormwater treatment have led to some re-
covery of seagrass beds. Berween 1988 and
1996, scagrasses have increased by 18 per-
cent for an addivional 1,751 acres of seagrass
meadows. The increase is correlated with a
47 percent reduction in nitrogen pollution.



What does the recovery mean for Sarasota
Bay? Ultimarely, more seagrass means a
healthier. cleancr Bay—and a betrer Bay
means enhanced fisheries. The 1,751 acres
of recovered seagrasses are essimated 1o pro-
vide habitar for an estimated 330 million
more shrimp, 81 million more crabs, and
110 million more fish in Sarasota Bay.

Mangrove trees CERVE
¢ home for birds.
el Hhe pabting prog roots
of the red mangrove ofer chelter
77 to emal fich and chelfich,



Wetlands & Mangroves

Healthy wetlands and mangroves are an in-
tegral component of the estuary ecosystem.
These habitars provide a number of essen-
tial benefits ro Sarasora Bay— food and shel-
ter 1o bay life, filtration of pollutants, and
shoreline protection from erosion.

I the past 50 years, effects of development
have caused a decline in quantity and qual-
ity of Sarasora Bay's wetlands. Since the
19508, approximarely 39 percent of man-
grove forests and salvwaver wetlands have
been lost duc 1w dredge and fill acovities
for creation of residential bayfront property
and the Intracoastal Warerway, Exotic veg-
etation such as Australian pines and Brazil-
ian pepper now dominate impacted areas,
The decline has been reversed only recently.
Since 1989, approximarely 100 acres of this
vital wetland habitar have been restored, and
plans are in place 1o restore an addidonal
104 acres. Mangroves and wetland arcas are
an important narural resource because of
their beaury, wildlife value, erosion protec-

tion, and importance to estuary ecology.

Floridians should work to protect them.
Here are identification tips an the four dif-
ferent mangrove species found throughour
the Bay arca. Red mangroves (Rhbizopbora
mangle) are found closest 1o open warer.
They have arching prop roots and their
seeds, or propagules, resemble green cigars.
Their leaves are large and bright green.
Black mangroves (Awicennia germinans)are
usually found growing landward of red
mangroves, Black mangroves “sweat”™ sl
from their leaves and send up twiggy pro-
jections from their roots called pnewmnaro-
phores, which provide oxygen ta the tree’s
roots, Their leaves are dull green with silver
undersides. White mangroves (Lagwnenbiria
racermoss) usually grow landward of or are
interspersed with black mangroves. Their
leaves are more rounded than those of other
species, have a small noch at the dip, and
are lighter in color. On each leaf stem at
the base of the leaf is a pair of small bumps.
Green buronwood (Conecarpues erectus), mo
a true mangrove, grows in the most land-
ward location of the lioral 2one. It gener-
ally has small, elongated leaves and bears
round “burtons” that twm brown.
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You can visit andd learn more about the imi- boardwalks, nature trails, educational
portance of these wetlands ar one of the  signage and brochwres. Sites such as Quick
many restoration sites located on Sarasora  Point Mature Preserve, Coquina By Walk ax
H;‘l.f.' !‘:}' ri:f:'n'ng'il:g to the harasota li:l[-' Lethis HE‘}" and the Samsota ]h}'\'x-uli dre ac-
Blueways Guide. Fach wetland site offers  cessible by boat and land.

Other Types i_!f
Area Ecosystem Habitats

unique wildlife can be seen ar state and
county parks within the region, For a
glimpse of “Old Florida,” visitors should not
miss the specracular Myakka River State
Park. The park includes more than 28,004
acres where Dicer, Bobcat, Bald Eagle and

the American Alligator roam free.

In addition to the imporant salowater wet-
langd habitats of the Sarasowm Bay Region,
there are other equally significant habitaes
that make up the watershed: fatwoods,
prairies, hammocks, and freshwater marsh-

lands. These types of diverse habitats with
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Native Plants

Mative plams creare sustainable landscapes
and drastically reduce maintenance costs,
As natural communities are reduced or losy
due to urbanization and agriculmre produc-
tion (necessary consequences of increasing
populations), sustaining narive vegetation

becomes more important.

Preserving, protecting. and restoring— where
possible—, the remaining hall of Florida's
land area that is not currently under urban
land or agricultural use requires nor anly
government regulations bur efforts by land
owners as well. These precautions promote
water quality and quantity, protection and
preserveration of native plant and wildlife
communitics, historical significance, and
unaleered fire and water flow processes.

The lists below suggest native species, bur
for best results in designing narural land-
scapes, it is best to consult your local native
plant nursery, Cooperative Extension Ser-
vices, and local chaprers of the MNative Plant

Association of |
Foricda Mative |
hhrcorioo
hative Plant & |
Sorvice Directong
e BT 7-I52-2266
!

. |

|

L]

|

|
izl
=5
-

I5

Society. Because natural plant communities
arcract native wikdlife, the Florida Audubon
Hljdtly i al:'u!ll!hc't SOinCe 1:!-u.|:1'|.'ir.u: ‘“::.r "A'l'l.il.'ll
fora will provide eritical sources of food, shel-
ter, and nesting material.

Exceptional Florida

MNative Plants

Trees
Tough bumelia - Side PP
Summer hawthorn — Crataegur flera
Crabwood] — ll".rfrmr:l.-l'.rr.r.u’rﬁ Tl
Black ironwood — Krugiodendron ferrewm
Sweamp tupelo — Muse sfnatics par biflons
Red Bay — Perea borbonia
Seramphay or Redbay — Pervar paliris
Flarwoods plum — Pramus smsbellars
Pond cypress — Tixoadium aicemnaens
Bald cypress — Tevodinm disticinm
Winged elm — L aloa

Shrubs
Pipestem — Agparise
Beauryberry — Calltcarpa
Flonida priver or Wild olive -
Fonetiernt segreguta
Yaupon holly - Mex vemitoria
Shiny lyonia — Lyonia fucida
Twinberry stopper and Simpson stopper -
Myrcinmthes fragmrn

Walers viburnum — Vifirmnm ebourinm

Groundcovers
Golden creeper — Ernodea littornlis
Coontie — Zamia pumils



Mative plants include:
Beach bean

Beach verbena

Bluestems

F{'nu ﬂﬁnr_'kc'ﬂ, 'i.'l.'r.'r:‘!ui : S.hilfll'j:l
Burterfly weed

{_'.unlt;rﬂd.

Creeper (Trumpet, Virginia)
Firebaash

Flonda elm

Florida painthrush

Golden crecper

Cireen buntonwood

Native-or indigenous-
plants are not oniy

Green cocoplum well-adapted to their |

Hbivous particular environment,
{(Swamp, scarlet, rose mallow)

Holly but they ako cerve .
(Dahoon, Caroling, yapon, serub) | important functions in '

Inkberry/gallberry ' the overall ecologic

Jack-in-the-pulpit ccheme of things. Sea

ﬂn:m Pngwmﬂi oate, for example. have

“:Ltlljf: milec of fine and

Marive sawgrass mterwoven roots that

Oaks help to stablize chifting
(Chapman, blucjack, turkey, baach cancls,
laurel, sand live, dwarf)

Ocrober daisy

Palmetto

Partridge pea

Fignut |'|.ii.'|||:|:rr}'

Mum (Chickasaw, Harwoods)

Prickly pear cactus
Railroad vine
Red cedars
Red maple
Rage
{red/tropical, blue,
hyre-leaved, wood)
Salt bush
Salt wort
Sea grape
Sea oats
Slash pine
Strangler fig
Sunflower
ﬂw.;unp :Iugwc‘nﬂ
Wax myrile
White indigo berry
Wild coffee

Wild lime
Wire riss




 Exotic Plants

Mon-native invasive phntl are weeds
of narural arcas. Ofien referred 1o as
exotics, this foliage should be re-
maoved from landscapes and re-
placed with native vegetation,
Invasive exotic specics are op-
portunistic and shade out
more desirable shoreline sea-
bilizing species. They are
called “invasive” because of their ag-
gressive namure. Lacking natural controls
(predators), exotics flourish and grow faster
than native vegetation can sustain ioself

rative ecoRd  Nuisance species often require more than
fﬂdn‘;&dﬂn the eiCh: ~fix one attempt at elimination. Fresh-cur
s fcfiagR & branches and trunks must often be treated
growth rates by spraying with compaunds designed 1o
stop re-growth. Many nurseries and Co-
1 operative Extension Services are
equipped for suggesting control mea-
sures that have proved successful and
| they can offer narive vegetation ideas
4 for replacing exotics.
i '}"* Twenty-nine percent (about 1,200} of
- | the selfssustaining plant species in
Florida are non-native (Atlas of
Flonda Flora, B.I2 Wanderlin) and are
very expensive to control. Some
recent figures obrained from the
University of Florida's Cooperative
Extension Service (Circular 1204;
3/98), indicate the following:
* U.S. farmers spend 38 billion an-
nually to manage weeds; neverthe-
less, crop losses caused by weeds
amount to $10 billion annually.
* Dade County Parks and Recre-
ation Department has spene 32.8
million since 1993 on remaoval of
invasive plants from 500 acres of
upland natural arcas.




* Since 1986, partial control of melaleuca
and Australian pine in the East Everglades
has required 14,000 labor hours and
£546,000 in herbicide and helicopter costs.
* %12 million was budgered 1o conrrol
hydrilla and water hvacinth in Florida’s wa-
verways in 19495,

* Millions of dollars are spent in effores 1o
locate natural enemies of non-native inva-
sive plants in their native ranges. These en-
emies are then released here 1o act as biolog-
cal controls of specific non-native plants,

Five of the more common invasive exotic
species in southwest Florida are:

= Australian pine.

* Brazilian pepper.

* Carrotwood.

* Catrail.

* Melaleuca (sometimes called punk tree).

Mot only do exotic species choke native veg-
etation, they cause destruction in other
ways. For example, the Australian pine has
a wide, shallow root system. When faced
with strong winds, these wrees will wpple
over taking large amounts of ground cover
with them. Shoreline areas become unsiable

and erosion ocours.

21

Matural arcas with native vegetation pro-
maote wildlife habitat, bio-diversity of plant
specics, control stormwater runoff and pro-
mote sediment control, not to mention
public opportunities for passive nature-
based recreation.

The origire of somme non-rative plantc
trarcported to Forida, either by
accident of intentionak,



Popular Fishes

The Bay suppons a delicious array of fish
and crustaceans such as Red Drum, Spor-
ted Seatrour, Snook, Flounder, Blue Crab,
Pompano, Muller, Stone Crab and Shrimp.
More than 80 percent of the fish we carch
for food or fun depend on estuaries for all
or part of their lives.

The West Coast of Florida olfers some of the
finest shallow-warer fishing in the waorld.
Beauniful clear flars studded with mangrove
shoreline, large expanses of seagrass meadows,
oyseer bars, and sand bars are the homes and
hangours of some of the best gamefish Florida
has 1o offer. Snook, Redfish, Pompano, and
Trour inhabir these warers, with an occasional
Tarpon in spring and summer.

Under the right conditions, they can be
fished in a number of ways: cruising under
the mangroves, schooled-up in a pothale o
mioving across a grassflar so shallow thar they
will “rail,” their backs breaking the surface
of the water. Redfish will be feeding off the
bomom of a grassflar in water so shallow that
their tails can be seen above the surface as
the fish hunis for small erabs and sh .
Schools of Jack and big Snook bust on
schools of baitfish, From mid May through
July, Tarpon will be rolling right off our
beaches. Schools of these large crearures will
move within casting distance and will usu-
:Jl:..' inhale bair, artificial lures or fics when
presented properly. These fish may weigh
100 pounds and are not uncommon in the
150-pound range.

By boating safely and responsibly, and with
enhanced awareness of the region’s natural
resources, you can help protect Samsota Bay
and the sea life thar depends on the estuary
forr its survival,
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COMMON NAME
FLOUNDER

RED DRUM (REDFISH)

SPOTTED SEATROUT




LEGAL SEASON
All year.

All year.

All year,

All year excepr:
Diec.15-Jan. 31

& June, July, Aug.
Closed.

All year excepr:
MNov. & Dec.
Closed.

HABITAT

Channel edges on sandy
battoms, near tidal passes
and docks.

Mear docks and pilings,
dupﬂ hioles and channels
during warmest and

coalest months, also around
grassheds and ovster bars,

Mear bridges, docks,
seawalls and pilings,

Canals, ridal crecks and
other deep, warm waters in
cool months; ridal passes and
the Gulf in warmer months.

Scagrass beds when warer
temperatures are moderate
and deeper warers adjacent
10 beds during warmest
and coolest months.

FISHING TIPS

Use live shrimp, sand
fleas, sardines, pinfish
or jigs bounced along
bottom as you dnfr.

Minimum size limie: 127,

Lise live shrimp fished on botom
or free-lined, or use soft-bodied
jigs bounced slowdy on borom,
or small gold spoons.
Minirmuem sre limiz: 187

o nics e than 27,

Use live shrimp, sand fleas, or
hermuit or fiddler crabs on small
hook. Fish just off the bomom.
On the first rug, lower the rod
and then strike hard.
Minimum size limic 127,

Use live pinfish, small muller,
shrimp or sardines free-lined or
fished with a bobber or use jigs
and minnow-like lures, Beware
of the snook’s reor-sharp gills.

Slimimum sive [imie 267

Ulse live shiimp or piglish {grums)
or under a popping bobber, or use
soft-bodied and fish-like lures.
Cast wath jigs or surface
plusgs as you drift.

bfinEmum sie limie 157,

i msoe thian M0

Dhily bag limir: 5.



COMMON NAME
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LEGAL SEASON

All year.

All year.

Check regulations,

Check regulations,

All year,

HABITAT

U'pen wanter,
artilicial reels,
decp grass flars,

Hu.n;[ 1'|n|:r||!|:r|'|11
rock roels and

strudture.

Hmk}-‘ bBogtoime,
reels, inlees,

Rocky bottoms,

reefs, inlets.

Sandy beaches,
oyster bars,
grass flars.

FISHING TIPS

Small jigs and spoons,
small bait fish, shrimp

Mlinimnm size limie 127,

Shrimgp and small fish.

M soe 105,

Heavy rackle, fish botrom
with pinfish, shrimp or
gardinics,

Minimum size limic 200,

Heavy tackle, fish bowom
with pinfish, shrimp or
sardines.

Minimum size limir: 207,

Small jigs,
tipped with shrimp.
107207 gloe limie,




Manatees, Turtles ® Dolphins

Manatees

The Florida manatee, a subspecies of the
West Indian manatee, is Flonda’s official
marine mammal. Florida Department of
Environmental Protection officials estimare
there are about 2,400 of these gentle, harm-
less, fascinating mammals living in Florida.
These genile giants can grow to a length of
10 feet and can weigh up to 3,000 pounds
as adules. Locally, manarees can be found
around the fringes of the Bay from April w0
December. Their numbers are lowest dur-
ing January and February, when they leave
Sarasora Bay to find warm-water refuges
elsewhere at power plants and springs, Their
distribution in Sarasota Bay corresponds to
arcas of good seagrass coverage, Seagrass cov-
erage is denoted on the reverse side of the
Sarasota Bay Blueways Guide.

Unforunately, a leading cause of death
among Florida manatees is human-related
from collisions with boar hulls and propel-
lers, entanglement in floar and fishing lines
and ingestion of foreign objects, such as gar-
bage thrown from boats. You can be part of
the solution to ensure these gentle giants
make a comeback in Florida.

HELP SAVE THE MANATEE!

* Observe all manatee regulatory mones and
CAULION Arcs.

* Stay in designared channels, Channel

depth reduces the likelihood of killing or

injuring manarces, Use idle speed

whenever you are ourside channcls

or in shallow warer.

Avoid shallow seagrass beds,

where manatees forage.

Wear polarized sunglasses vo reduce the

glare on the warer, which will assist you

In seeing Manarses.

If you fish, don't discard Fl:hing lines,

hooks or nets in the water. The refuse can

harm manatees as well a5 other marine life.

It is illegal to harass, hunt, caprure, kill, or

teed any marine mammal, including

manatees. Anything thar disrupes a .

manatec’s normal behavior is 2 violation, %

e

punishable under federal law by up 1o a ,’ :
£50,000) fine, ut—}wnmmmnrh:th =

Remember, we must learn to peacefully’ g
co-exist with the w:i-:"II'l: that mhrr!.‘uu ]

area and stare. Manatees have just as ¢

1|
h

much right to enjoy | the' Bay and th-l.- q.‘_,

Florida waterways as we dao,
Save the manaree. .. your children; and
your children’s children, will th:nh_}-nu

for it b

Maratesc were originally depleted Hhroogh
overtunting for meat. oi, and leather.
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Sea Turtles

The Gulfbeaches along the bay’s barrier is-
lands support loggerhead rurtles and their
nesting activities during May through Ok-
woher, the nesting season. Five species of sea
turtles inhabit the Gulf Coast region: log-
gerhead, green, hawksbill, leatherback, and
Kemp's Ridley. However, loggerhead murles,
which are classified as threatened, are the
predominant species on our beaches.

YOU CAN HELP TO
PROTECT SEA TURTLES!
. Nnﬂ:pp{mﬁhmlunlﬁmminguﬁnm

or disturh nesting sea turiles or
harchlings. Biologists estimare that only
abour one out of every 2,500 harchlings
survive 1o the age of sexual maruricy.

* Beachfront property owners should tum
off exterior lights in areas where nesting
takes place. Bright artificial lighes
discourage nesting sea turtles from
coming ashore and disorient hatchlings,
preventing them from reaching the sea.
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Dolphins

Dwring the spring and summer, mothers
and calves can be found in the shallow wa-
ters of Palma Sola Bay and Anna Mana
Sound. This is where they enjoy a plentiful
meal of pinfish, pigfish and striped muller.
Addirionally, the newbarns are safer in the
shallow coastal waters away from such
predators as adult Bull Sharks, which swim
in the Gulf offshore in the summer. In the
fall and winter, dolphins are more frequentdy
found in the passes and along Gulf shorelines.

The dolphin population of Sarasoa Bay
suffers from boating collisions and diseur-
bances and lictering of marine debris such
as fishing line and plastic bags. These inju-
rics and deaths are senseless and can be pre-
vented. Flease follow safety caunions to en-
sure protection for our regions longterm
resident dolphin communiry.



= Enjoy viewinighird rookeries from at beas
100 yards away. These rookeries harbor
nesting éolonies and flocks of feeding
hirds. Boaters and operators of personal
watercraft should slow down in erder 10
reduce wakes it chese birding arcas. Bird
islands and mangrove sres are being enoded
by bgat wakes and boating noise and
high speeds are disruprive 1o the wildlife.

* Report injured seabirds dhar need
assistance. Consult the Sarasora Bay
Blueways Guide Resdiltoe Direcrory for
contact informarion.

» Pick up marine debyis if you find it and
don’t discard :ﬁj'_f‘rs.hing,li-m! of other
veash, which can be lethal o seabinds
and other marine life.

* Enjoy the beauty and rare eleganeg of |
these magnificent water birds, and |
remember the best opporunity for -
viewing is by being quier and

moving slowly.

4 Pleace _
to prc:}tect bird habitat!

Birds o
the Area

Some commion birds in this region thar you
might see include: Grear Blue Heron, Carnle
Egret. Great Egrer, White Ibis, Brown Peli-
can, Osprey, Wood Stork, Yellow-Crowned
Might Heron, Bald Eagles and the endan-
gered Florida Serub-Jay, Refer 1o page 60
bor suggested bird viewing arcas.

Endangered Bird Life

Maost of the Florida Scrub-Jay

habitar in Southwest Florida has been frag-
mented and replaced by development. The
scrubby flarwoods habitat prefemed

by Florida Scrub-Jays is also favored by
humans for habitadgon. It s oypically the
highest and driest land near the eoast, usu-
ally consisting of scrub eak-dominared veg-
etation with scarered parches of bare sand
and a few widely dispersed pine trees. Loss
of habitat is becoming a threat to all birds
and to all the species thar inhabit the
Gulf Coast. |

Be on dl:'lug}mur for-the Florida Scrub-
Jay at such-parks.as Oscar Scherer State Park,
Shamrock Park, Service Club Park, Duette
Park and Rye WildemessTark. |

do your part




KEEP OUR BAYS AND. -
WATERWAYS CLEAN
“arSiow indont throw it. Litrering degrades our.
environment and is unsafe for marine life.
Please keep trash fom blowing overboard and rake
i whar you ke ot o i ok
= B careful fucling up. Poni overdill your ank. ©
Toxic pollutants are Hacmful to binds, fish, dplphing,
aind manarees and people: deends LA
|+ Dionit dump, use the pump. Use farine pumpout -
* facilivies ro :I.Lu.pn.-.:"ul'mﬁd sewage. Acpartial
- listing of pumpout facilicies.is provided in the
Garasats Bay Blucways Guide.
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Human Imyacts

on Bay Em(ogy

Studies have revealed thar the principle pol-
luranr of concern in Sarasora Bay is nitro-
gen. Too much nirrogen in Bay warers ac-
celerave the growth of small plants called
algae which are detrimental to marine life.
Algae inhibits light penetration 1o sub-
merged planis which is needed for their sur-
vival, Withour a light source, scagrasses will
dic. Submerged plants may also be coared
with algae, causing the same effect. Ar nighr,
algae decays and this decaying process de-
pletes oxygen in Bay water, creating low
oxygen or no oxygen condirions. Since fish,
like hiimans, need oxygen to survive, fish
kills occur. Simply stared. the amount of
nitrogen entering the Bay is a measure of
Bay health.

Computer modeling conducted in 1992 in-
dicared thar nirogen loading levels had in-
creased by 480 percent since the 1800z, Hu-
man-induced sources of nitrogen are waste-
water {including small and large wastewa-
ter treatment plants), groundwater (from
septic systems and small treatment plants)
and stormwarer (including fertilizers from
lawn care and agriculure). Nitrogen also
gets into Sarasota Bay via rainfall.

The Sarasota Bay Program has been work-
ing with the community to cost-effectively
limit and control the amount of nitrogen
entering the Bay and then monitoring Bay
respanses (o selecved oprions. Since 1990,
nitrogen loading has been reduced by ap-
proximarcly 47 percent Baywide. This re-
duction in nitregen pollution has improved
water clarity baywide, approximately .4
meters or 1.5 feet to date.

The amount of scagrass and wetlands and
other habirars in a marine system generally
relares to overall productivity. In this light,
the Sarasora Bay Program has embarked on
a series of projects to enhance habirat related
to seagrasses, wetlands, and artificial reefs.

Studies complered in 1993 indicared thar
scagrass had declined by 30 percent since
1950 in Sarasora Bay due to increases in
nitrogen pollurion and historic dredge and
fill activities that covered and filled Bay
bottom. Seagrasses are extremely important
habitats as each square meter of seagrass in
Sarasota Bay can support 15 fish, 10 crabs,
and 46 shrimp. In comparison, barren Bay
bortam provides comparatively litde habi-
tar for these specics.




The Sarasota Bay Program es-
tablished a goal 1o reduce ni-

trogen pollution to the Bay by
41 percent, thus allowing foran
increase in seagrass habitar cov-

Crage. F"mgn:.u. i hting madle.
Since 1988, seagrass acreage has in-
creased 1::..':1! least 18 pereent; or | J51

acres, increasing the Bay's capability o
support marine life. Ir is estimared thar
1|'|¢ H:}f :|.|.|.F||:t|1:|l:: 110 :I:|Ii|.|:i|:'|-|'| M ﬁ:".h.
T million more crabs, and 330 million
miie :.hh'mrr than in 1988,

S
N

A

Wetlands are also essential in the food web

aof Sarasota Bay. The amount of wetlands MELr e cOdres 1 naiy
available for habitat also impacts the Bay's cOnmnon sources, inchuding
-,';||1-:|.|,1iEi|::|.' £y S8 kel and sugrain life. Stud- C0r CanTy hofme,

[P i.:lI:III'I.EI']I,.'l ed in 1993 |'|:!.l' the Sarasora H-.I!p' Eroan howeabsid et ercperThe,
Program documented a 39 percent loss of leaking automobie fluid
saltwater wetlands in the Bay, Based on this and yard fertilzers, it al adds
research, the Sarasota Bay Program has up to probleme for the health
helped initiare substanrial wetland enhance- of the bay,

mient projects 1o increase fishery habins, More

than 130 acres of wetlands have boen improved

or pestoped since 1990 - an aghe percent incresss

froem wetlands los since 19540,

Many areas of the Bay have been dredged
to create navigable waterways and new
home sitex. In facy, more than 50 miles of

shoreline was created in the Sarasorn Bay gf' %
area during the 19505 and 1960s. Large ar- |8 :

eas of Bay bortom were covered and others

are now oo deep for scagrasses to grow,
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Dredging and

Water front Dewﬁyfrmcm

The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) pro-
vides direct passage through the Sarasota
Bay system, linking natural deep water sec-
tions through a series of man-made chan-
nels, canals and curs. The ICW was origi-
nally intended 1o faclitae commerdal ship-
ping w0 and along the southwest Florida
coast and to join the region with the rest of
the intracoastal nerwork thar now stretches
from Maine to Texas, Today, however, the
vast majority of the Gulf ICW’s funcrion-
ality is devoted to recreational activities:
power boating, sailing, ﬁs.'l'lin;[.',. waier ski-
ing, kayaking and canoeing,

When the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers
began dredging in 1890 what would even-
mally become the ICW, they would hardly
have imagined the ultimate extent of the

task they had commenced. Alterations w
the waterway continue today from Tampa
Bay te Gasparilla Sound. The channel,
which once hopscotched from one bay w
another along sparsely populated mainland
shores and virtually deserted barrier islands,
punctuated by shallows, oyster bars, man-
grove thickets and other barriers onginally
impassable, would eventually form a con-
tinuously navigable waterway for sizable
vessels, Shallow parts of the estuary borom
were dredged and redeposited 1o enlarge ex-
isting islands or create new islets and in
many cases cove ring bay habitats. This
newly created shoreline ultimately became
highly valued warerfront home sites for
thousands of people. At the same time, it
altered the environmental characreristics of

the estuary,
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Predge "Charleston”
This equipment was
L] beginning in
Aucuct 1966,
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Dredgin r;_rf Access
Channels and Residential
Canal Dﬁwfqpmam

As the main intracoastal warerway channel
was impml.'r.*d to connect lower Tampa Bay
and Sarasota, litthe time was wasted before
IE}I._.II t:nd”.l.ﬂ'l':‘li'llllﬂfll". illltrl—'!«..'l Itirﬁtl.‘l
that dredging could create valuable warer-
frant home sites, Farliest Judg:-dhd-ﬂil
work eccurred in the pre-World War | vears
on the mainland in Sarasota, on Phillippi
Creek, from Post Office Point to Hudson
Ih_l.'m_l. Cedar Point, Htrpl‘mlu Paine and on
north Sarso (Sgsta) Key ar Bayou Louise
and Bayou Hansen,

A second phase of activity, during the land
boom of the 19208, was associared with
Calvin Payme and j||||.r| Riug_lillg. whi trans-
formed the barfier islands berween ﬂi.g
Sarasotn Pass and Mew Pass, Payne had the
channel ar Mew Pass dredged, creaning City
[sland in the process; the deep-warer har-

bor on the mainland (due east of the pas)
wias created o accommodate Sarasotas
growing marine industry. Known as
Payne's Terminal, this facility has
housed boat construction and mainte-
nance yards, provided fuel sales and
served the boaring public for decades.

Lide Key and St. Armands Key illustrare
some of the most dramaric changes resulr-
i|'|}_r| Fl'nm :lrc:lgr:-—'.‘l.hd-l“l. AcTivitics il'| [h:
Sarmsota are Those Iu:r'.\.. as such, did noo
exist 100 years ago: instead, a loose group
of small iskets called dhe Cerol Isles were west
of the mainland. During the 19205,
|t.in.g|ing converted Lida H.'I:':I' INto 4 Cof-
timsueris island, and in 1925 he buile a ciuse-
w,u_:.' rmln l|'|:' mqil:l.lqnd. B erve il A E:{-d-t!'
causcway was extended vo Bird Key, and the
first ambitious island home was builr there
in 1914, Ringling and partner Owen Bums
dredged channels and filled land as pare of
the proposed Ringling Isles development.
For a nime, they operated a dredge from
Ovter Keys the wrecked remains of the vessels
boilers are 2 popular fish haven oday.

Ringling’s dream failed in the real estate
crazsh of 1929, but the boat channels ad-
joining the filled land on Lido, 5t Armands,
Orirer and Coon Keys have lefr an indel-
ible imprint of land and warer changes.
Dredged potholes and back-and-hll scars
can be detected on the Sarasota Bay bor-
tom o this day.

The regional waterwage have been tremendouch alterad by the
dendices and decire< Of man - ba it for nevigation, commerce o

cevelopiment.

Je



Condition of the couth cector of Big Saracota Bay - 927,
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This pie char summanizes relative (percent-
age) dcp:h changes from the pre-develop-
ment 1890s era 1o the 19905 for the entire
region. Big Sarasota Bay (from Cortez
Bridge on the north ro Siesta Key Bridge o
the south) and Little Sarasota Bay (Stckney
Point Bridge at the north o Blackburn Poing
Bridge on the south) show the least change,
largely because of the large bay areas where
depths have remained the same, On the
other hand, the most dramaric changes in
the Sarasota Bay system have occurred in
the Venice area (Albee Bridge on the north
to Hatchent Creek Bridge o the south).
‘There, 81 percent of the water area has
been transformed by deepening, shoal-
ing or the creation of land by fll or
natural deposition,

The other boating regions follow the same
overall trend. Where changes have occurred,
the predominant processes in the boating
regions have been through deepening of
water, found in Anna Maria Sound. Big

Sarasora Bay and Roberts Bay. Changes
spurred by shoaling of warer have occurred
in the Roberts Bay, Lirtle Sarasota Bay,
Blackburm Bay and Lemon Bay; water-to-
land rransformarion has taken place in the

Venice anca.

Another, and by far the most extensive,
phase of residential canal development be-
gan in 1945 afrer World War 11, accclerat-
ing in the 19505 and 1960s, Grand Canal,
a 10-mile-long waterway system on Siesta
Key, was created early in this period. Dmds-
ing on Curry Creek by the US. 41 bridge
began in the 19405 as well. In the early and
mid-1950s canal construcnion in the Grove
City area was underway, and north
Longboar Key was being dredged. Bimini
Bay on north Anna Maria Island was deep-
ened in the early 19605, and the canal com-
munity of Key Royale rransformed the
former School Key. By 1969, work on the
South Creek and Grand Canal (Siesta Key)
systems appears 1o have been completed.

Mangrove and Saltwarer Marsh Area Bordening the
Sarasota Bay System: Pre-Development Era and 1990s

Pre-Development® | 1990s%* Change
Mangrove |[4.2 s mi. 3.1 5q. mi. | 26-percent decrease
Salt marsh | 1.8 sq. mi. (.15 sq. mi. | 92-percent decrease
SIrees;

*U.8, Coast and Geedetic Survey, T-Sheets No, 15174, 1517h, 15018, 15185
**Southwest Florida Water Management District, 1994
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A major residential warerfront development
of the 19605 was financed by the Arvida
Corporation, which purchased the south-
ern half of Longhoat Key, most of Lido and
all |:|-F H"ﬂ, (Chter and Coon ]‘:r.:.'; from the
Ringling estate for $13.5 million. Bird Key
was transformed into a waterfront commu-
nity with five miles of interconnected ca-
nals; cight miles of residential canals and
basins were dredged on south Longhoar
Key. In 1971, Arvida proposed an exclu-
sive development on Orter Key (Map 5],
bur that effort failed and Sarasora Councy
in 1974 purchased the land, including
South l.idu. ;md I;.'rl,.‘J!l.‘il a ]!ll..l.t'ltii pall]t there.
Ohter Key has been left undisiurbed.

Lido Keue in midaro
_H and Otter Key
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The above photo
chifnas Ohter Kewy
at. Armance and
Lico ey in the
=20

il
penarer etk

By the early 1970s, public concern abwoun
this form of dredge-and-fll coasial devel-
opment prompted legislation o control
dredging and protect the environment. In
1972, Congress enacted the Clean Warter
Act, which effectively pur a halt to dredge-
and-fill acoivicies and alteration of bay haki-
rar. However, by thar time approximately
26 percent of mangroves and 92 per-
cent of salt marsh had been lost in the
Sarasora Bay system.
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Inlet
Dyﬂamiﬂs

Tidal inlets — Floridians sometimes call
them passes — are highly dynamic and vis-
ible features of Southwest Florida’s geogra-
phy. Inlets provide strategic points of entry
and egress between the Gulf of Mexico and
the inland waterways, bur can be intimi-
daring 1o navigate because of their shifting
nature, strong ebb and food currents and
wave action — including breakers, which
may extend clear across the inler mouth

even in a buoyed channel.

Waves propagating into an opposing cur-
rent experience an increase in height and a
decrease in length, resulting in steeper waves
that are more difficult o navigate, Offshore
shoals continually shift because of the mov-
ing beach sand, and it is sometimes not fea-
sible to keep buoys in the best water. Local
boaters, under such conditions, often leave
the buoyed channel guided by their knowl-
edge of local conditions and of the dynamic
history of inlet development, which enables
them to pick the best depth and avoid un-
charted obstructions,

Inlet Locations and Starus

Five inlets are currently used by boaters to
transit between Gulf and bay waters in the
Sarasota Bay system: Longhoar Pass, New
Pass, Big Sarasota Pass, Venice Inler and
Stump Pass,

Longhoat Pass, New Pass and Venice Inlet
are federally maintained waterways between
the Sarasota Bay system and the Gulf. They
are periodically surveyed and, when shoal.-
ing occurs to a point where acrual depchs
are less than the designed project depths,
are dredged by the U.S, Army Corps of En-
gineers in cooperation with the Wesr Coase
Inland Navigation District (WCIND), Big
Sarasota Pass and Stump Pass are not feder-
ally designaved inlets. although Stump Pass
was dredged by the WCIND in 1998,

41

The LS, Coast Gueard mainmains aids to navi-
gation at all the inlews excepr Stump Pass,
which as of the summer of 1998 was un-
marked on the Gulf side.

Two inlets — Longboar Pass and New ass
— have single-span lift bridges sinuared near
the inler mouths, The bridge ar Longhoar
opens on demand for boaters from 6 am. w
6 p.m. and afterwards on three hours’ notice.
The Mew Pass bridge has restricred openings
for boaters from 7 a.m. 10 6 p.m. on the hour
and every 20 minues.

St inbets have closed during the past century
on this reach of the Florida coast: Bradenton
Beach, Lintle Sarasota Pass, Midnight Pass,
Casey’s Pass, [OM] Stump Pass and Boxilla
Inlet. Another historic inler probably existed
at Buttonwood Harbor prior to 1883,

Both current and historic inlets have formed,
chﬁrduﬂmp:nalmﬂdﬁrliﬁm,dm
to natural processes as well a8 human inter-
vention. Such events directly affect the amount
of water flowing through an inlet during a
tidal cycle, referred o as a tidal prism. Diredg-
ing inlet "A” can rob some of the tidal prism
from inlet “B,” sinwared several miles down
the coast. Similarly, the tidal prism of an inlet
may be affected by changing the arca of the
bay adjacent to it; an inlet may chose due o
an abundance of sediment and strong

longshore drift coupled with a small ridal
prisen.

Considerable debate continues regarding the
effects of the dredging and Alling of mangrove
and marsh environments along bay margins
on decressing the tidal prism and the related
closing of inles. Linde disagreement exiss,
however. about the potential for storm
overwash of the barrier islands and the cre-
ation of new inlets. Sixteen sites along this
stretch of the coast are particulady vulnerable
to storm overwash, These locations are prone
o overwash because of the narmow width of
the barrier island, low clevation and orienta-

tion to storme=wave amack.



Places to See ‘&

The Gulf Coast of Florida is a ropacal para-
dise with its aquamarine warers, whire sandy
beaches and fanmsic fishing and boaring

opporunites. The area is-also rich in his-

Sarasota Bay
Gulf Coast Heritage Trail
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North

® 1 Sumshine Skyway Fishing Piers: (5ky-
way Br.) ar the north and south end; Amarng the
longese piers in the world offering specacular
VIEWI.

® 2 Frog Creek and: (851 5 Bayshore
R} quiet area, offering Hishing and canosing.

Palmetto Historical District

@ 3 Palmetro Historical Park: (10ch Ave, W,
and Gich 5S¢ W) the site of Palmetto’s fist settle-
menit, which now includes restored buildings,
rJrLLI. buasinenes, shops, community clsbs, a b-
rrary and Heritage Park, Palmctoo’s first post of-
fice buils i 1RE0,

® & Olympia Theatre: {10xth Ave, W) built
in 1926, originally served as a theatre and rhe
Palmereo Bakery which remained in operarion
aeniil r|'||r [9593.'1-!3&}'. it 1 under renovation for
use a3 a performing ares and communiry cenfer.
@ 5 Lamb Houses (Riverside D) built by
Jubivis A Lamb in 1E9), and pwd'lm.n] wnthe | 50N
by ). Pope Haslloe (son of Palimeto's first sertlers),
The braunful home has been nemoeed and i now a
privase pesidence. Viewing only, no toun avadlable,
® 6 Green Bridge Fishing Pier: (Green Br)
buile for 51,000,000 in 1927 named for EP
Lircen who first petitioned for the new brid
that spanned the Manatee River. Bike the His
toric [Hstrict andVor nearby Emerson Poing Park.
® 7 Emerson Point Park: (Emeson Poini
Rd.} 195-acre public park offering woodland
traide, l‘mn]wul and scenic l."t::m.: glnng wi||1
a sheltered canoellayak launch and archacalogi-
cal exhibits on Native Americans and early
Florida sertlement life. (Full facilivies opening
in e year 20061}

® 8 Gamble Mantation: (3708 Paren Avel)
buile in 1844, was one of the maost successhul
sugar mill planta-
tions in Florids.
This canfederatc
memorial offers a
].ul'iﬂl:d Towir Ct-
ing old Florids liv-
img. Also, kocated on
the grownds are the
Suggar Mill Ruins

Camble
Plantation

® 9 Rye Wilderness Park: (%05 Rye Wilder-
ness Trail) offering camping, nature erails, horse
back riding trails, wildlife obsering (muich as deer
amd Bobear), fihing and canocing abong the upper
Manaree Kiver.

® 10 Ray’s Canoe Hideaway: (1247 H:FI
Park Rd.) near Rye Wilderness Park, offers fa-
cilitics for canocing, fishing and swimming.
W 11 Duette Parks (2649 Bawls Bd) offes
miles of nawure trails, hosseback rding erails,
campring and hunting,
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@ 12 Lake Manatee State Recreation Area:
(20007 5, K. 64} offers a 6-acre camping anca,
boar rarngs, swEmTHg Iidmtg and wildlide viewing,
® 13 Braden River Canoe Trail at Jiggs Land-
gy (6106 Braden River Rd.) offers bait, rackle,
CARDE, Of ruh'ruF hoais far a qui.-rr rl.'q.' ﬂ;|'||-e1-r-
ing the miver.

W 14 Braden Castle: (5, Bd. 64 and 27th 52
E} e the site af Dr, Jozeph AL Bradens Sugar
Plantation, View tin can tourist houses and the
I'l.‘l'ﬂJ.]r'l:l- 1.'! H-hll.l-l:n‘l. |‘1I:|l.'|l|: J“lﬂk‘ l'l:- 1J.I'.|IJ:¢'.

@ 15 Family Heritage Housez (1707 15th e
E. & 5840 26ch S, W) resource for dhe study
af Aftican American achicvements video, au-
dio mapes and liceramure ber you explore the
srengths of a pcu.'de

® 16 Manatee Village Historical Park:
i15eh 56 E) Marional Historic Sire that offers a
look at the heritape of the arca’s serders. Special
attracnions include the Village of Manatee, the
Cracker Trail, the Bunker Hill School, the
Wigging General Swore, a smokebouse and a
SUpAr cane mill,

v §SEEE - “:Ip-\_
Manaiee Village Historical Park

17 South Florida Museum, Bishop
Planetarivm, Parker Manatee Aquarisms: { 20|
10k 5a. W) explores Florida from “Astronomy
to Loology™ with exhibits on the arca’s cultural
.:.m] I'|'.|IIJH| |Ii:.l1.:r:|'. .:.\I:lnnnml.' amd |.u¢r ihm.w
and the aquanium's manaee, Socoty, te oldes
rrartee ~bote and rasod” i caprervity, Canear for kds!

South Florida Museum

18 Manatce Players Riverfront Theatre:
(102 Olel Main 5¢.) offering fine entertainment
boor over 45 years wath humor, memarable mio-
sic and captivating morics.cnovated 19208 ho-
vel, (a former getavay for the Chicago gang-
sters) which now affers fine dining, a pleasant
stay and a breathtaking vicw of the Manares
River and the downiown arca



19 Art of Manatee County: (200
T S, "lI"] a hm.-saxunding creaiive preschce al-
fering art with exhibitions, becrures and work-

shops.

@ 20 Riverpark Hotel: (309 10¢h Sc W)
newly renavared 1920s hotel, (2 fnnnn#mnr_l.-
for the Chicago gangsters) which now olfess fine
dining, a |1|-|,'Jl.Jl1I sy amad a |.1r:=|]11.aki||.3 iew
of the Manatee River and the downoown aes,
® 21 Carnegic Library: (1405 4ch Ave. W)
busile in 1918 and howses Manaree County's carly
recmnds,

@ 22 De Soto Mational Memorial: (Mocth
End 75th 5t.) 27-acre National Memaorial of-
fering narure trails, a living history camp and
visitoes center, and museum with ediscatbomnal
filins and arifaces. Bike scenic Riverview Bhvd,

@ 23 Bean Point Beachs (M. Share D & M.
Bay Blwid.) ehe fist homeseeader landed here 100
years age, A walkorver provides a spoctacular view
(perhaps the most dramaric) of the Gulf of
Mexico and '|:|m|:l:| Bay.
@ 24 Bayfront Parks (N, Bay Blvd.) offering
sicnicking, walking and biking o nearby Bean

it Beach and the local fishing piers,
@ 25 Rod and Reel Pien (875 Monh Shore
e} built in 1947, the old style Florda peer of-
fers fshing, casual dining and spectacular sunsets.
® 26 Anna Maria City Pier: (100 Bay Blvd.)
originally buil in 1911 as a dock for excursion
boats from Tampa, the 736-fopt pler attracts
many sighiseers and anglers.
@ 27 Anna Maria Island Historical Society
befusenms (402 Mine Ave) bl in 1920 a5 an
e house, the muscum houses rare photos of
sertlers and anifacts such 2s shells, fossils, sharks
tecth and antique quile. Old Ciy Jail: {Mext io
musenum] buiks in 1927, this landmark is a fa-
varte for photographers.
a Hlﬁ:dﬁlrm[]w}ﬂm.ﬂ.:lﬁuhitd
itk 1948, offers comimaniny stage productions.

29 Anna Maria Island Art League: (5312
Holmes Blvd.) offers an exhibic gallery and art
iclasses i.m:||.|.|:|.1n|_.: wratercobars and |.Z|.l_'.' !-n.'l.l.lptillq.:,.
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30 Artists Guild of Anna Marka Island:
(5414 Marnna De) membens include artists, ac-
s, wimens and muskcns with bocal armwoek o
wile inclusding pasiels, oils, waeroolors and postery.
@ 31 Ml.n.llrcﬂnunt_rﬂ'-cﬂ: [Gqu'Dr.j 10-
acres of whire sand with a playground, picnic
wables, refreshments and rest pooma.
® 32 Cortez Fishing Village: (123 5¢. and
Corter Rl ) baile i the 1580, ehis 1.'||.|..:i:|||! Com-
munity has prescrved the local heritage and of-
fers mﬂung towrs and restauranes.

@ 33 Cortez School Howse (119 5, W) buile
in 1912, the brick n']mﬂmurhdcfuw:lbﬁ'ulb-
sically inspired wooden piers; the building re-
fains Eix nnl._:;.im] floor F|=.1|.. archateciusal derail-
ing, and characrer.

@ 34 Historic Bridge Streets (Bridpe 5c)
epuesint shopping and commercial distrsct and
locatson of the Bridge St. Fishing Pier. the s
bridge 1o Anna Maria Island, built in 1920,
® 35 Coquina BayWalk at Leffis Keys (Gulf
Div.} specracular 30-acre mature park wach orails,
wildlife education and panoramic vistas,

& 36 Coquina Beach: (Gulf D) Wo-acres of
white sand sccommasdaring mote than o mil-
liwny vizitows 3 vear; picnic ables, grills anc rest
KIS,

@ 37 Beer Can Infand: (111 M, Shore Bd.)
perfect for secheded beach walks, brlliame sun-
sets and wildlife viewing oppormeninies. (Owver
(M) 1.pﬂ;iu of birds have been :i.mﬂﬂl here.)

Beer Can
Island

@ 38 North Shore Rd. Beach Access: (100
M. Shore Rd.) pristine beach providing access
o Beer Can laland.

@ 39 Hissoric Longheach Village: (Broadvay)
walk or ride your bike to see where the first house
was buile on the Key, and wistt the old mwwn dock
erverlooking Sarasota Bay,

40 Longboat Key Art Center: (G860
Langhoat Dy, 5.) in operation for more than 40
years offering exhibits and are classes in sculp-
ture, pottery, copper enameling, jewelry, pho-
wgraphy and maore.




Central

® 41 Joan M. Durante Park: (5560 Gulf of
Mexica Die.) offers nature erails and boardwalks
rhrnuL!Izh s wetland and man system; also
includes gazchos, Fh}'ﬁmun 5 and picricking
® 42 Bicentennial Park: {Gull of Mexico D}
|:2-acre park offering picnicking and a Florida
Yard Demonstration Landscape, _
@ 43 Quick Poing MNature Preserves (1060 Coll
of Mexico Dir) 34-acre nature park offenin
trails, boardwalks, tidal ls, soenie vistas
wildlife viewing. Bike beausiful Gulf of Mexico
Drive, Gty Island and nearby Lide Key.

® 44 Overlook Park/New Pass Fishing Pier:
(101 Gulf of Mesico Dr) provides access o
Qick Point Mature Prescrve.

City Island Enviro Park

45 Mote Marine Aguariumi [ 1600 Een Th-
empson Phwy,) allows visitors to get a cose-up
Inuf: the creatures thar inhabir nearby coaseal
waters. Caine Gice-to-face with a shark, rouch a
harseshioe crab or enjoy warching manatees glid-
ing through the water. Grear for kids! Sarasora
Bay Explorers ac Mode akes vasitors on 2 won-
derfull tranquil cruise around Sarasora and Rob-
erts Bay, experience the local wildlife and ma-
rine life as vour adventure is narraved by an on-
board naneralist. Also offered is the Explorer
Kayak Advenoure which takos you o a serene
guided tour of area bays,

@ 46 Sarasota BayWalls (1550 Ken Thomp-
son Plwy.) 4, 5-acre wetland restoranion sive of-
fering wildlife viewing and nature trails.

B 47 Pelican Man's Bird Sanciuary: (1708
Ken Thompson Pkwy) sancneary for more than
200 species of injured birds; learn abour native
birds and what vou can do to procece them.

® 48 Ken Thompson Park: (1700 Ken Th-
ompson Plwy:)84-acre park offcring picnicking,
fishing, canocing or kayaking and 2 unigue bard
mokery.

® 49 Sarasota Jungle Gardens: (3701
Bayihose R} Sarasosas oldest anraction {19346);
ﬁ_-,ururi.ug_ 100 acres of beaugehil glr\dl.-nl.lnl] il.
trails; bird and repile shiowss Kiddie Jungle; edu-
canional programs; shell musenm; eco-safars;
and animals from around the world.

50 5t Armand's Circles (3¢, Armand’s Cir.)
where John Ringling starved his real estare
dreams, now offers world renowned dining and

shopping pleasines.
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@ 51 North Lido Beach: (400 Ben Franklin
.} beauriful beach offering a namere mrail and
guarantees outstanding sunscts.
@ 52 Lido Beach: (400 Ben Franklin D)
popular and aceive beach providing concosions,
a gift shop, playground equipment, swimming
| amnd rest oo,
@ 53 South Lido Park: (2201 Ben Franklin
) this bays eo beaches park provides expan-
sive views of the Gulf of Mexico, Beg Pass and
downtown Sarasota. The park also offers a na-
rure erail, a self guided canoe trall, picnic tables,
g;.ril.h.. :rs;nund ui]:ulu:n!- volleyball courr,
horseshoe court and rest rooms,
® 54 Bird Key Parks (200 John Ringling
Causeway) offers soenic vistas and recreational
pursuits such as wind surfing and fishing (pers
welcome],
@ 55 Cavseway Park: (420 John Ringling
Causeway) offers the Tony Saprivo Fishing Pier,
a bait shop (Hart's Landing) and a boar ramp.
56 Gulf Coast Wonder & Imagination
Fonex (8251 15ch Se. E) (Moving va &3-lare
195 offers more than 60 hands-on nateral and
physical science exhibins (grea for kidsh, The
HFlorida Yard Demanstranion Landscape and
Busterily Garden offers a showplace of narive
Florida plants, a cistern, and a unle and fish pond.
@ 57 Sarasota Classic Car Museum: (5506
M. Tamiami Ir.) third eldest car musewm in the
LS. fearuring 100 years of world-class auto-
mvotive art and hiscory incheding John Ringling's
miotorcar collection.
@ 58 John and Mable Ringling Museum of
Artz (3401 Bayshore Rd.) State are museum of
Flotida featuring 22 galleries with 500 years of
European arr; the Ringling complex also fea-
tures the Ringling Mansion (Ca'd'Zan) and the
Circus Museum.

@ 59 Crosley Musewm: (| Seagate D, / 8374
M. Tamiami Tr.) home of Powel Crosley. the
enit r fespecially known for soap operas).
This historic home, overlooking Sarmsota Bay.
has rowenng walls of cast stone, hand carvad
wooden dooss, 2 stone portico, custom win-
chovivs, ﬁrcphﬂ:: and a Eﬂl‘ll:l COMPaLE M.




® 60 Asolo Center for the Mumius.ﬁ.:tu
(5533 M. Tamiami Tr) afern ovo thenen fes-
turing professsonal amses and Florda Smee Uni-
versity studenis, The Sarasora Ballex of Florida
sttaing the highnﬂ intermational srandards h!.'
performing mixed reperoines of eeasured clas-

lli.'!- :-:mrcmr.tnnrvand I'I'I.l!ld-EI'ﬂ I'J.III:I

@ 61 e Martin Lather
King Jr. Park:
1523 Coconur Ave.)
q_'l.l.'il:t Pﬂ.l'k Di‘rl:l'l‘ll.!_ FI:LP
micking near the hiswsric
Mewtown community.

62 VYan Wezel Performing Arts Hall: (777
M. Tamiami Tr) d.nignnd |'|-:|.I the Frank |Jn_1_."d.
Wrighr Foundarion, this landmark bas featured

orid -class e, dance and theater since 1970
and hosted such artiss as Lucians Pavarot,
Willic Nelson and Julio Iglesias.

Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall &
Sarasota Bayfront BayWalk

# 63 Bayfront BayWalk: (MNeo o Van Wieel)
in the heart of dewntown, take a serall a]nnf;

the Sarasowa bayfront while enjoying wildli
"Iﬂlllﬁ.

B4 Sarasots Garden Club: (1131 Blvd. of

the Arts) enjoy native plants, a burerfly gar-
den, 3 V2-acre pond with wrdes and ducks, and
ﬂl'li.-l' 'ﬂ'l]dllll.' ““'IJ'IF L'IFFlﬂ’l'I'I.ll'llll.iﬂ il'll:ll.'ldlﬂg
wild parroes and herons,
@ 65 Sarasota County nt of His-
torical Resources: (701 M. Tamiami Te) re-
search the pase through its varied collections of
[ﬁn:ngrlpgl and historical documents, Collec-
tions consist of late 19th and 20th century pho-
iographs, archirecrural drawings, maps, business
ani persomal papers, newspapers and other ar-
chacological anifacs,

b Sarasota Visual Arts Center: (707 W,
from “Astronomy to Zoology” with exhibis on
the aiea’s cultwral and natwral history, ascronomy
and laser shows and the squasium’s manaree,
Erlumﬂ].'. the oldeii manatee “bom and mlm]'
in capervaty, Grear for kids!

49

67 Florida West Coast Symphony: (709
M. Tamaeami Tt fr.llunng clarmcal massic, pops,
children’s concers and resident chamber en-
sermbles; celebrates 1es Sth seaton in 1999, gn-
der the direction ol the amistie director, Lel
Bjaland.

@ &8 Centennial Parke (1059 M, Tamiami Tr)
|.:.1'1.;n.1 boat ramp rariJll::." in ﬂ:lnmu..

69 Players of Sarasota: (838 M. Tamiami
Te} oddest community thezter with audinons
Open to CVETYOnE.

& 70 Whil.lkrrﬂ:llmr]"lrh M. Tamizmi
Tr.} provides picnicking, a playground and a
preat vista of Sarasom Bay,

71 Sarasota Opera House: (61 M. Pincapple
5e.) listed on the Natiomal Repsiny of Hisonic
Buildings and the League of Historie Theaters:
celebrates ots 40ch season tn 1999,

72 Theatre Works: (1247 Ta1 Se.) “acter
driven theater”™ presentin wctions in the
historic Palm 'l'lv:l:. I‘i.uylnfurp:lﬂ

73 Florida Soudio Theatres (1241 Palm Ave.)
one of the lesding avany gande cheaters in the arca.

74 Golden HFFI: DMinner Theatre: (25 M,
Fineapple Ave.} otfers cockrails, candlelight din-
inE and a profesional Hri:iJ.d.m:.' chaowa

75 Avenues [Palm Avee.) arstic high-
Eiﬂ'ﬁt :lbu'm;mng several Lo art g.:lh:r.iﬂ. ol '51"
QqUAInE SIFeeE.

76 Bums Court: (Burms Cournt) unique
shopping chister of 1925 Mediterrancan Revival
buﬁphma.uﬂl‘ri mtiql.r:m;rler}'. I:J-nrl'i-
ing, restanrancs and the Burns Court Cinema.

77 Towles Court Artist Colony: (Adamas
Lang and Mol 5.} includes working artiss
AHI:]. ArTisans [i'ﬂihﬁ 1t d |l.'.||-|.r|.'a.|-n|.|. pii:l:ur\r_u.'u:
downtovwn serting, Open studios and classes,
@ 7B lsland Park: (Bayshore R, ) offers spece
tacular Bay views, children’s and dolphin foun-
tains and wnltorgettable sunsets on Sarasora Bay
HBike nearby Palm Ave. 1o downrowm andfor
along the bayfront o ncarby Sclby Gardens.

Selby Botanical Gardens

| Hmtﬁl.lb:r Botanical Gardens: (811

5. Palm Ave.) on Sarasora Bay, offers 20 distince
_ﬁ.‘l.l'dl:l.‘l arcas that showcase plant species from
all over the word, Take 3 stroll through the
bH“'.‘.'I"'I. F,i.rﬂl:n, the bamboo Pwdi.nn ko Pnr!l
hanyan grove, palm grove, shoreline ressoration
and the b.l.}‘u'r Selby Gandens also offers a col-
lection of more than 6,000 orchids and a mu-
UM l-hl:rl.ﬁ"il'lj'."' maee than 20,000 calorful plmu..



@ B0 Pinecraft Park: (1420 Gilbert Ave ) 13-
acre park offering wildlife viewing.

® 81 Lakeview Park: (7150 Lago 5t.) on Lake
Sxreoia, offers fuhing; and recreational actvition.
@ B2 Sicsts Public Beach: (9498 Beach Rd.)
I'E'l:ﬂ'gl'lﬂl:‘d As N DE I:hf ITEL I:EHIIEL'II.II.'H.-JLhﬂ
anywhere and as having the whitess sand in the
warld (9% pure Quarz); affcring concossis,
picnic shelrers, rennis cowres, pavilion, ballficld,
mul':}'h.ﬂl coirts, [tness trail, a |:1fl:l}' hui!dilig
and rest rooms.

o=

ey

Sicsta Public Beach
® B3 Tartle Beachs (8918 Midmight Pass Rd.)
bays 1o beaches park wirth a ridal lagoon con-

necting to Litde Sarasota Bay; offering a barge
picnic shelrer, volleyball court, horseshoe courts,
dune walkovers and fest rooms.

@ 84 Palmer Point Pare: (1/2 mile south of
Turl;h Hrﬂ.ch} mdud:illu.}': to beaches p:lln'.. al'l.ll
popailar spor for boaters and canoeist.

® 85 Phillippi Estates Park/Edson Keith
Houwse: (5500 %, Tamiam: Tr.) frﬂ--:.-:mpu-kwiﬂ-n
Indian middens daring back 2000 years, The
Edsmn Keigh House was built in 1916 in classe
Ttalian renaissance style. Phillippi Creck was
named after Felipe Bermudez, a2 fisherman
from Cuba, who had an area rancho in the
19ch century,

86 Florida House Center: (4600

Beeneva R, 31612000 fururisnic bowse demon-
strating sustainable designs and rechnodogies for
living in souchwest Flonda; also offers a Florsda
Yard Demonstration Landscape.
@ 87 M River Siate Packs (13207 5
Rd. 72) experience "Old Florida® in Florida's
largess land-based state park (28 876-acres) bea-
ruring fishing, :mu-:irlr,. hiking, bicycling, na-
wure trails, horseback nding, boat and tram towrs
and exceptional wildlife viewing.

B ER Musenm and Nature Centen
(16405 Myakka Rel.) 185-acre park with narre
cencer, wildlife sancouary, educanion Bacility, na-
ture trails and phonect usewm.

@ B9 Pooer Parle (85857 Potter Park [} of-
fers picnicking, nature trails and cennis and bas-
kerhall cowrts,

South

& 90 Osprey Fishing Pier:
{West End of Main 5c.) boecal ﬁ.l]'ii:Lg Pi.n.
@ 91 Historic

Spanish Poino
{337 M. Tamiami Tk
and Seaman Ral.) fea-
tures pioneccr home-
stead I.Euil-ii.ngs {from
the late 180ds), beau-
tiful gardens, prehis-
toric Indian Middens S
(dating from 1250 BC)

and marure trails,

Spanish Point
® 92 Blackburm Point Park and Bnﬁr
Bilaclbarn Podng Rel.) hisvoric one lane ba

(B0
with
an adjacent affering phenicking and lishing.
Bike 1o nearby Norch Jerry Park.

Blackburn Point Bridge

@ 93 Oscar Scherer State Park: (1843 5.
Tamiami Tr.) offers narure and hiking trils, canap-
ing. swimming, picnicking, hishing, canoe-
ing, and bicycling, Look for the endangered
Florida Scrub-Jay,

® 94 Nokomis Beachs (901 Casey Key Rd.)
Sarasota County'’s oldest public beach, with a pa-
wilsody, phenie shelters, a boardwalk and rest roamms,
@ 95 Morth Jeoty Pardc (100 Casey Key) one of
the best surfing beaches on the gulf coast of Florida
and ix Fm-pﬂ]ar for ﬁ:hing: pml.'idﬂ. a bl siand,
picnic shelters, volleyball couns, a concession
s, dune walkovers and rest rooms.




and Heritage Park

T e 96 Heritage Park:
(Venice Ave.) linear
walking path along
Yenice Avenue in his-
mri.tlhm'ﬂ[m"ﬂ 1i'lEI.'I.P:I.'.,
offering hisory of pre-
historic times, native
' Americans and fsher-
man who lived in the
ared.

@ 97 Venice Archives and Area Historical
Collections (351 5. MNassau 50) buile in 1927,
for winter VINIToTs; BTVeS A5 A CItY museum,

98 Venice Little Theatres (140 W Tampa
Ave.] in the :h:rmin{:‘ dovwntown distrce, of-
fering stage precentations from comedies
o muosicals.

89 Venlce Art Cenrers (390 Mokomis Ave.)
offers free vear-round exhibit of local aremes’
work and classes for all ages.

& 100 Venice Beach: (100 The Explanade) bess
known for collecting sharks weeth, enjoy divin
on 3 reef conmining fossilmed matenal locar

a quarter mile offshore. Also offers a pavilion,
picnic mhbles, valleyball court, dune walkovers
and st rooms. Bike nearby Harbor Diive mo
Caspersen Beach,

® 101 Venice Fishing Pier: (1600 Har-
bor D, 5.) bocal fishing pier with wikdlife viewing,

Service Club Park
@ 102 Service Club Parcks: {1 190 Harbor D,
5.} inclucdes boardwalls, native serubs habiar, a
secluded beach, picnicking and rest rooms. Look
for the endangered Florida Scrub-Jay.
® 103 South
Brohard Park:
(South of Service Club
Iark) offcrs dune
walkovery, boardwalls
and quict beach walks,
@ 104 Caspersen
Beach: (4100 Harbor
Dr. 5.3 n-n:r;nﬂnizﬂl as
one of the most tlliﬂ{-‘-
able shelling beaches
anda preat place 1o find
pre- hixioric sharks
teeth: this bays re
Iscaches park offers nanure mails, wildlife view-
il'lg_. dI.II'IE “ﬂjkﬂ\ﬂ“ ﬂﬂd [g= M pesjal

Caspersen Beach

5l

@ 105 Shamrock Park and Namre Centens
(3900 Shamrock D} explore nature trails, pac-
fbc of atberid instiuctional classes ag tlsia formmer
homeland of MNatve American Indians,

@® 106 Manasota Beach: (8570 Manasota
Beach Ral.) this bays 1o beaches park is 2 won-
dertul place to take a quict stroll, collect shells,
or fly a kite; providing picnic shelters, dune
wiilbovers and rest rooms.

® 107 Blind Mass Beach/ Hermitage: (672%
Manasota Koy R} the Hermitage, onc of the
I'||-|:I|ﬂl: SEMBCTIECES 1) Engj.:v.w'ld. 15 locaied ak this
bays to beaches park offering a playground, a
nanure trail, a picnic sheher, dune walkovers and
et fOsis,

® 108 Englewood Beach/Chadwick Park:
[ Bemch Radl) uﬁl:r.ins pecnicking, a playground
and rest romms,

@ 109 Cedar Point Parks (SR 775, Placida
Rd.} B8-acres of hiking trails through southwest
Flarida pine fatwoods, aak scrub, saly flas and
the mangrove fringe of Lemon Bay.

110 Lemon Bay Plavhoase: (96 %W,
Diearborn 5t communiny-based theater hose-
ing a varicry of cntertainment.
® 111 Green 5t. Charch and Moseum:
{Green Se,) buile in 1926, was the First church
in the Englewood area.
® 112 Indian Moand Park: (210 Winson
Ave.) five-acre park fearuning a short educational
trail Ii‘l.l'.l'ﬂ'il'l.ﬁ_ Fardas natve ﬂl:r:l"l Jhd [1L|1I-.‘| if-
cluding 2 prehistonic Indian mownd site (dating
froam 1000 BC.

- "j mhm&wﬂmﬂl
{570 Bay Park Blvd.) 195-acres including na-
ture trails, a butterfly garden, an environmental
center and a canoe rrail,

® 114 Venice Area Audubon Rookery: (An-
mcx Rad.) highly used nesting spor by egrers, her-
ons and anhingas.

@115 T er‘qr Carlion, Jr. Memorial Re-
werver (1800 Carlion Parkway) consisting of
24,565-acres fearuring mature wrails, wildlife
viewing and environmental education alsoir
Floridas narive habacar.

® 116 Warm Mineral Spri {1220y San
Servando Ave.) narural warering hole and woedd
rencwnied spa (temperature of the lake holds a
year round 877F) forms a Lake Bowing with mil-
Ilﬂﬂ |||.'|r|.1. nrw:l:r T d.l:r

® 117 Myakkahaichee Park (G968
Bewtcrstown Rd. )} consisting of 15 1-acres pro-

viding picnicking, wildlife viewing and fishing,
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The Sarasota Bay cOMITNITY offers
5 wealch of rr.'|:r|-'-.'|.t':|:-1-..1'| 111:-|:u.:-:1|.1ni.-
Gies that include fishing, bird
warching and patune Wi
Ta make these cxpernienees
more rewarding this guide
SUERESES local native nd non-nanve
vegetation. local recrearional fish,
and Florida bird lists. For thyose -
rerested in grhancing their cducd-
fion in any oncor all of thgse arcas,
purchasing ApPIOPTIALe ficld guides
will be the perfect companion. These
guides are affered at most hook-
sores aswell as giftshops located on
gite AL SOITIE af the Gulf Coast Fleri-
rage Imail locarions. As the saying
p_'un,“.-\ plerure s wortha rhausand
wards,” and the ficld guide visuals
weill aswist with sdentification anid

habitat.
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Arts! Coliwral Interests
Arts Hotline
Sarasota County Arts Council

County Parks
Manartee County
Sarasota County

Department of Historical Resources
Manatee County Department of Historical Resources
Sarasota County Depariment of Historical Resources

Florida Marine 'atrol
Division of the Florida Department of Enviroenmental
Protection thal enforoes saltwater fishing and boating
lenvs and regulations.
Call to reporl any manates hamssment, injury or death.
Florida Marine Research Institute
Estuaring and marine sclantific research; a division of tha
Florida Depariment of Ervironmeantal Protection,

Florida Sca Grant College Program,

University of Florida Marine Extension Service
For educational information on Flonda's
coastal zone and maring PESoUnses.

Gulf Coast Heritage Trail
Sarasota Bay Mational Estuary Program

Hart’s Landing
A 24 haur hotling for the latest tides and fishing inksrmation.

Manatee and Sarasota County Environmental Departments
Sarasota County Natural Resources Department
Manatee County Division of Environmental Management

Manatee, Sarasota and Venice Audubon Society
Local chapters of the Mational Audubon Society.

Mote Marine Aquarium and Laboratory
A private, non-profit manne research and education facsity.

Weather
Prowidas an aulsmabe waather monitoring station for eurrent
wind spaisd and direction, waler and air emparatune,

NOAA Weather Service Broadcast

24 Feoar w0l P e

WX-1 162.550 MH on VHF marine radio
Pelican Man's Bird Sanctuary

A, ganciudry for mose than 200 spacies of injured birds.
Contact the sanciuary o megort injurad wildite.

i

Resource Diractory

(941} 745-ARTS
(941) 365-5118

(941) 749-7123
(941) 316-1172

(941) 741-4070
(941) 316-1115

1-800-DIAL-FMI*

(727) 896-8626

(352) 392-1837
(D41) 722-4524

(941) 359-5841

(941) 366-TIDE

(941) 37TH-6142
(941) 742-5980

{941} 364-9212
(941) 388-4441

(941) 388-19208

(813) 645-2506

(941) 3884444




Power Squadrons
Sarasota
Anna Maria Island
Venice
Local boating arganizations promaoting and ofiering
th: puiblic classas on boating skills and salaty.
Sarasota Anglers Club & Sport Fishing Club
A family-orenied recriational fishing and commiunity sansce
organizaton. Sponsors sportfishing Ioaermaments,
Sarasota Bay National Estuary Program
Governmen partnership and citizen-based network, working

together to implement a long-range Comprehensive Conservalion and
Management Plan for tha restoration and managemant of Sarasola Bay

(941) 953-7565
(D41) 720394
(941) 484-6889

(941) 923-7100

(941) 359-5841

State Parks
Myakka River State Park (941) 361-6511
Oscar Scherer State Park (941) 483-5956

Towrist Information
Manatee County Tourist Information Center (941) 729-7040
Sarasota County Tourist Information Center (941) 957-1877
Anna Maria Chamber of Commerce (941) 778-1541
Manatee Chamber of Commerce (941) 748-3411
Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce (941) 383-2466
Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce (941) 955-2508
Siesta Key Chamber of Commerce (941) 349-3800
Venice Area Chamber of Commerce (914) 488-2236
Englewood Chamber of Commerce (941) 474-5511

U.S, Coast Guard Emergency (941) 794-1261
Boaling safety hotling for information and to repon Mon-Emangency (941) T94-1607

possible satety defects in boats and emergencies.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
Sarasota
Manatee
Longbhoat Key
Venice
Tha chilian senvica branch of the LS. Coasi Guand
aftering the public classes on boaling skills and sakety,

West Coast Inland Navigational District
For information on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway,

Toll Fres 1-800-232-0154

(941) 366-5595
(941) 753-9473
{941) 388-1982
(941) 488-1900

(941) 485-9402



Picture Credits

The source for the pictures in this book are
shown below, Credin for the pictures from left
to righr are separated by oommas,

Cover="Tom Cross

Page 6= aerial of bay: Jack Elka, fisherman, mana-
tee: Sarasota Bay Mational Esuary Program files.
Page 7= dolphins: Patti Cross, white pelicans:
Reed Photography, Coquina BayWalk: Sarason
Bay NEP Files.

Page B= map: Tom Cross Inc., Commumniry fo-
rum: Sarasora Bay MEP files. .

O Hers Traal et Tom Lo Inc.
E 10— m:;fi' Fmﬁ-“tr Wenrworth, Jr.,
q_mdmnﬂ.}'-uﬂ_mﬁ.'lcﬁ_ Frishee, 1974.. Beach-
Page 11= Sarasota Bayfrone, Albion Inn. Cartez
fisherman: Sarasota County Diepr. of Historical
Resounces,

Page 12~ Sarasota Opera House: Reod Mhotography:
Sarsom County Dept. of Historical Resownces, Van
Wiezel Performing Ans Hall: Reed Phosography,

Miseum: Reed

Page 13- De Soto National Memorial, Gamble
PMantation: Reed Fhowography, Manaree County
Arts Fest: |, Abrahamson- Vovles & C. Moore.
CadZan, Heritage Park, Point, Mana-
tee Village Historical Park: Reed Photography.
Page 14 & 15~ Seahorse watercolor: Parei Cross,
Mangrove pen and ink: Tom Cross, Seagrass ars
Tom Cross.

16 - Red mangrove: Tom Cross.

ﬁ 16 & 1 7-Mangrove pen and inke Parn Cross.
Page 17— Pelicans: Reed Phovography, Myakka
River Scare Park: B Benshoff, Amenican alliga-
tor: Myakka River Scate Park file.

Page 18- Seagrais an: Tom Cross, Cabhage Palm:
Parni Cross,

Pape 19 Sew oat art, Pinee flaeweods: Tom Cross Inc.
Page 20- Brazilian pepper, punk tree, air po-
o, Australian pine: Parri Cross.

Page 21- Cogon grass: Tom Cross Inc., map:
Ummtfufﬂﬂld.m Lnstiture of Food and Ag-
rcultural Sefences- Circular 1204,

Page 22 and 23: fish art: Diane Rome Peehles.
Page 23— boat and fish house art: Tom Cros.
Page 24~ Fisherman on dock: Florida Historical
Archives, Bay liland Horel: Sarasota County
Diepe. of Hntorical Resoarces.

Page 25 Fisherman in boat: Florida Histarical
Archives.

Page 26— Manavee/mermaid art: Tom Cross.
Page 27— Turtle and dolphin ar: Tom Cross.
Page 28~ Pelican and Heron art Patri Cross.,
Page 29- Osprey: SBMNEP file, Warer binds: Reed
Photography, Scagull ar: Paoi Cross,

Page 30— Great i Reed Mha

Page 31- Flarida b Jay: SENEP file.

Page 32~ Figure: Tom Cross, Inc.

Page 33~ Bathroom pen and ink: Tom Cross,

b

graphic of healchy/stressed system: Tom Cross Ine.

34— Manasota Beach: “A Historical Geog-
raphy of Southwest Florida Waterways”,

Page 35— Dredging in Charleston: Sarasona

County Historical Archives, dredge am: Tom

Croas,

Page 36 = Arc: Tom Cross,

Page 37— Big Sarasota Bay and Bird Key/Bag

Pass in 1900: “A Hstorical Geography of South-

wiest Flonda Warerways™.

Page 39— Onver Key/St. Armands Key and Se.

Armands and Lido Hqt‘h!-lumm:lﬁmy:—

phy of Southwes Florida Waterways".

Page 40— Map and Drawing of inlex rypes: "A

Historical Geography of Southwest Florida

Waterways .

Page 42 & 43— Map: SNEP file, Sarasora Bay

shordine: Reed y. actial view: ], Elka.,

Page 46— Gamble Mantation, Manaree Village

Historical Park, South Florida Museum: Reed

Photography.

Page 47— De Soeo Mational Memaodial, Beer Can

Iskand: Reed Photography. i

Page 48— Mote Marine Aquarium: Mote Ma-

rine Laboratory, Ca'd'Zan and Crosley Museum:

Reed Photography.

Page 49— D, Martin Luther Kin ]gjr Park, Van

Wezel Performing Ares Hall & Sarasora

BayWalk, Selby Botanical Gardens: Reed ho-

tography.

Page 50— Siesma Public Beach: Burgess

raphy, Deer phota: Myakka River State

Spanish Point and Blackburn Poim Bridge: Reed

Photography.

Page 51= Heritage Park and Service Club Park:

Reed Photography, Caspersen Beach: T. Will-

fams & E. Dunkleberger.

Page 52= Map: SBNET file, Sister Keys: |, Ella

Phowgraphy, Osprey: SBNEP file.

Page 53— Boat, C' d'Zan, Sarasota [sland Park

Anchorage: SBMEP file.

Page 58~ Centennial Park Boar Launch: Reed

Phowgraphy, Canoe: Tom Cross,

Page 60— Historic Bradge Sereer Pher, Venice Jetty

Park, Tony Saprito Fishing Pier: Reed Fhotog-

raphy, Snowy Egret: Tom Cross,

Page 61— Cortex Fushing Village: Reed Phouog-

raphy, Sarmots lslard Park : SBNEP file.

Page 2= Beer Can Liland, Turthe Beach: Reed

- Lido Park: SBNEP Fike, Casperen

Beach: T. Williams & E. Dunkleberger,

Englewood Beach: Reed Photography, Coquina

BayWalk ar Leffis Key: SBNEP file.

Page 63 = Seanats and sandpiper an: Tom Cross Inc.

Page 64 & 65 - Art: Panti Cros.

Page 68 = Tom Coss

Pyge 6971 = Pard Cross.

Iage 72 = Sarasoea County Depr. of Historical

Resources.,
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Ar area rich i featural wondere of all
kinde, A recordsof our cbeervations
wat & sk,






