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Observer

You. Your Neighbors. Your Neighborhood.

Quick Point Nature Preserve gets boardwalk repairs, new
signage

By Carter Weinhofer | 5:00 a.m. February 21, 2024

One of the boardwalks of Quick Point Nature Preserve.
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LONGBOAT KEY NEWS Share

One of Longboat Key's final frontiers of undeveloped land, Quick Point Nature Preserve, is a hidden gem — and in

need of a site refresh.

The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program recently began the site refresh in the Longboat Key preserve, which is part of a
larger goal of enhancing three parks across Manatee and Sarasota counties: Quick Point, Sarasota Bay Walk on City

Island and Leffis Key Preserve.

Quick Point is a 34-acre restoration site located on the southern tip of Longboat Key, easily accessible by residents of

the Key and Sarasota.
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“Longboat Key is so heavily developed,” SBEP Operations Manager Heather Moody said. “To actually be able to get out

in nature and enjoy an unobstructed view of the Bay like that is definitely unique.”

Moody has been with the organization for a little over two years. When the three refresh projects were brought up,

Moody said it was the perfect fit for her background in environmental education and park management.

The Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation was the primary donors for Quick Point’s site refresh, granting $25,000 for
the project. The SBEP contributed $23,000 from their funds as well.

The first step of the project has already been completed: new signage.
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Sarasota Bay Estuary Program recently installed new educational signage at Quick Point Nature Preserve.
Photo by Carter Weinhofer

Moody said much of the old signage was from when the preserve was officially established in 1996. Brown letters with

a plain tan background, the signs were outdated in style and information.

“It was well time to replace the signage and update it, and talk about some more relevant topics to current day like

development and sea level rise,” Moody said.

The new signs include colorful maps, visual wildlife identification facts and, like Moody said, more updated

information on environmental threats and how to protect the bay.
Next, the site is due for repairs to the wooden boardwalks and a thorough removal of invasive species.

Maintaining an open, wooden boardwalk is a struggle in saltwater environments, Moody said, especially when mixed

with the impacts of storms.
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For now, the available funds won't cover a replacement of the whole boardwalk.

“We're going to put the money to its best effect, by addressing the worst areas first as we continue to look for
additional funding to address other areas,” Moody said. “We and the town area are always looking for other

opportunities to have more funds to complete the process.”

The last piece of the site restoration project is a removal of invasive species, like Australian pines and Brazilian

peppers.

Removing plants like those requires more effort than just a one-time sweep.

“That becomes a continuous battle because new seeds are always being carried in by birds, by wind,” Moody said.
‘These non-native plants are very aggressive, they're survivors. That's how they are so successful and they spread so

well.”

Common invasive plants

Australian pine:

Introduced to Florida in the 1890s, these are tropical evergreen trees that can grow up to 150 feet tall, according_to
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Australian pines are resistant to salt spray, which means they can easily grow in coastal environments.

These trees displace native vegetation, encourage beach erosion and negatively impact habitats for plants and
animals in the process, according to the FWC.

It is illegal in Florida to possess an Australian pine with the intent to sell or plant, without a special permit.

To spot them, look for needle-like branches and cone-like flowers. For those from up north, these may resemble
pine trees.

Brazilian pepper:

According_to the FWC, the Brazilian pepper tree is the most wide-spread nonnative, invasive plant in Florida.

These small trees look more like shrubs, only about 15-30 feet in height.

Due to their physical characteristics, the Brazilian pepper creates too much shade that can suffocate other plant life
of necessary sunlight. This also creates a poor habitat for animals.

A FWC fact sheet says the tree has a relationship to poison ivy, and some who come in contact with the Brazilian
pepper tree's sap can have skin reactions.

One of the most distinguishing features of the Brazilian pepper tree are the small, red berries that grow on them.

To address the removal, Moody said the effort will be a combination of a third-party contractor and volunteers.
There may be some larger trees, bushes and stumps that would need to be handled professionally.

But for smaller plants, Moody said that would be the focus of volunteer work days, where people would receive a quick

training on how to identify the invasive species and then work together to clear them out.

The plan is to have everything done by summer, Moody said. Quotes for the boardwalk restoration are just coming in,

since the grant from the Barancik Foundation was just approved at the start of February.

Invasive plant removal is something that the SBEP would want to coordinate before the temperature gets too hot in

the summer. If that's not possible, then that component could be pushed back until the fall.

Mission in mind
All three of the refresh projects align with SBEP’s overarching mission of protecting the Bay and its watershed.

“A lot of that work actually begins on land,” Moody said.

That includes keeping water quality and ecosystem health at the top of mind. By focusing on land and what is being

put into the watershed, those trickle-down effects can be positively influenced by having a cleaner impact on land.
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Mangroves along the shore of Quick Point Nature Preserve.
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The restoration projects also provide habitat, something that is becoming increasingly limited with more

development, Moody said.
In Quick Point, mangroves provide nursery grounds for breeding fish and native trees host nesting grounds for birds.
Aside from providing natural beauty, restoration sites like Quick Point also serve as protection.

“By providing a more natural buffer between our developed areas and the Bay itself, we are helping to intercept some

of that potential pollution,” Moody added.

Quick Point: A brief history

According to “From Calusas to Condominiums” by Ralph B. Hunter, Quick Point used to be called The Hook.
The land became homesteaded property of William Joseph Parrot in 1883.

Between 1920 and 1960, the site was “significantly impacted by human activities,” according to the new SBEP
signage in Quick Point Nature Preserve.

Dredging of New Pass contributed to that impact, when spoil sand was placed on Quick Point. That sand covered
the native vegetation.

Moody said that, usually, the first plants to colonize bare soil are aggressive, invasive plants, which is what
happened at Quick Point.

It wasn't until 1985 that the Town of Longboat Key acquired the land and began taking steps toward creating the
nature preserve.

The book by Hunter says that the project began with $100,000 from the town, which was followed by $100,000 from
the Southwest Florida Water Management District and $165,000 from the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection.

An additional $100,000 was given by the FDEP for invasive plant removal.

In 1996, Quick Point Nature Preserve was officially dedicated to the town.

https://www.yourobserver.com/news/2024/feb/21/quick-point-nature-preserve-repairs-signage/?fbclid=IwAR1c7L33m1p431dNUBQPpfhfUwGulyRCIHDRYIX7NYwW7mY1QZS7L1BcqHrM 5/9


javascript:

2/22/24, 10:52 AM Quick Point Nature Preserve gets boardwalk repairs, new signage | Your Observer

AUTHOR
Carter Weinhofer

Carter Weinhofer is the Longboat Key news reporter for the Observer. Originally from a small town
in Pennsylvania, he moved to St. Petersburg to attend Eckerd College until graduating in 2023.
During his entire undergraduate career, he worked at the student newspaper, The Current, holding
positions from science reporter to editor-in-chief.
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2/22/24, 10:52 AM Quick Point Nature Preserve gets boardwalk repairs, new signage | Your Observer
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Latest in News

February 21, 2024
Concerns about Longboat Pass Bridge to be addressed in workshops

February 20, 2024
Christ Church gives $40K for new food pantry for migrant farmworkers
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Quick Point Nature Preserve gets boardwalk repairs, new signage | Your Observer
February 20, 2024

Top Sarasota, Manatee Realtors closed sales of nearly $1B in 2023
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-+ Reporter rescues injured pigeon on Longboat Key
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All transformers now in hand for FPL undergrounding project
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