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Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

A dead flounder is among fish that have died in Palma Sola Bay over the past few weeks.
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High water temperatures and an algal bloom are killing fish in an area located between
Anna Maria Island and the city of Bradenton.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission said they have received multiple
reports of the fish kill in Palma Sola Bay.

David Tomasko of the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program says warm water holds less
oxygen, and that can be lethal for fish. To make matters worse, an algal bloom in the
bay is also depleting oxygen.

"If that was pure water, we wouldn't have a fish kill," he said. "But we have an algal
bloom in there. That algal bloom is occurring in very warm, very salty waters. The algae
is consuming oxygen at night and that is not a good sign."

Current weather conditions have created a lethal combination for local species such as
flounder and blue crab. The heat and lack of significant rain has also proved to be a
fertile breeding ground for a certain type of algae called Lyngbya.

"So, nutrient management makes sense for us to do," he said. "We can't cool the water,
but we can make it less susceptible to having that dissolved oxygen sag."

Tomasko says nutrient management includes having residents and businesses
minimize fertilizer use. Algae growth responds quickly to elevated concentrations of
nitrogen.
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WUSEF, in collaboration with the Florida Climate Reporting Network, is bringing you stories on
how climate change is affecting you. Tell us your story.

https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/environment/2023-08-21/warm-water-combined-with-algal-bloom-could-behind-dead-fish-manatee-county 4/10


https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/florida-and-climate-change
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvtzx4lE9mH7ecDN_u1ROil_a_0fcdur6C1pgFLFOvoIEm33eLq45uaJs0B5XNQn-q2k1S21BULd6T6BPqbtuU359efAxweg0Rn__WDhbX7K5Ec6bmnc1vgUaIjgJM6nfbohq-VkCHvqf4jeYCkEBTtJnk80RBIDV5msxtTW3pvFz-RB9XTQVBDNBHjARrIakA2YogZcLKbA_rXHeTHzqT2KB08GwZ_Z2TGtNKnxHAq-wuDMyhY3cVc0BpbmtRehtHHC3qfG2-W_pZKQsihk7S7TBA61RKBUWgW8Kvv3Tby7xjYavSgGRNDgIRvvOpf-jyEr9k9oG9MXEO2t9oGIMr7&sai=AMfl-YSFZgrFD79Kuj_upQAWFCVEsd2hvj5OhsftIGp7eaouB7wf5J-UQCWFIqY5OCtQIdGtJBF-8rceCt1Ppb4F0DJI3HtwYIqbydjGhvhM5sWb&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIipXOyPFg7T&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/listenup
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/tags/red-tide
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/tags/red-tide

8/28/23, 9:51 AM Warm water and algal bloom could be behind dead fish in Manatee County | WUSF Public Media

Coverage of the red tide outbreak across the region.
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