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SARASOTA, Fla. (WWSB) - The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program surveyed 32 different seawalls throughout the bay, 16 of which were concrete and the
other 16 were plastic or vinyl.

“There were sections of seawall that looked different than what we were used to seeing,” says program director David Tomasko.

Tomasko says they found a stark difference between oyster growth on the two surfaces.

“The sixteen that were concrete, there were oysters, and a lot of them. You could see them sticking out a couple inches. But on the plastic seawalls, 10
of the 16 didn’t have any oysters whatsoever,” Tomasko says, adding this has a big effect on the bay’s ecosystem.

“We’re losing a lot of the filter feeding and water filtration of our bay by putting in these new types of seawalls everywhere,” says Tomasko.

One solution the team is working on is installing what they call mangrove panels.

“They are made of concrete, and you can apply them to the face of a vinyl seawall and recover that lost oyster habitat,” says Sarasota Bay Estuary
Program scientist Jay Leverone.

This gives oysters the chance to attach to the concrete that covers the vinyl surface, while still allowing homeowners to save money.

“We think this is a win-win situation. People can install their new seawalls. We aren’t going back to concrete seawalls. You can put these mangrove
panels on the front of your seawall, thereby enriching the biological community, providing oyster habitat and improving water quality,” says Leverone.

SBEP hopes to start installing these vinyl seawalls at Bay Front Park on Longboat Key this fall or early next year.

Copyright 2023 WWSB. All rights reserved.

Most Read

Vinyl seawalls could be negatively affecting bay’s water
quality

WWSB ABC7 News at 6pm

By Jordan Litwiller
Published: Jul. 26, 2023 at 6:43 PM EDT | Updated: 16 hours ago

https://www.mysuncoast.com/weather/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/news
https://www.mysuncoast.com/livestream
https://www.mysuncoast.com/weather
https://www.mysuncoast.com/sports
https://www.mysuncoast.com/weather/hurricane
https://www.mysuncoast.com/authors/jordan.litwiller/


Latest News

Mote Marine Laboratory releases details on death of Hugh the manatee

 First Alert Weather: Much needed rain forecast for the Suncoast

Lee County woman faces multiple felonies for hit-and-run

Sarasota County Deputies bust massage parlor for prostitution

 Officer surprises young boy he was asked to remove with new PlayStation

Toys for Tots seeking new location

 The Bradenton Marauders team up with local kids for once-in-a-lifetime opportunity

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/25/mote-marine-laboratory-releases-details-death-hugh-manatee/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/26/first-alert-weather-much-needed-rain-forecast-suncoast/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/26/first-alert-weather-much-needed-rain-forecast-suncoast/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/26/lee-county-woman-faces-multiple-felonies-hit-and-run/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/26/lee-county-woman-faces-multiple-felonies-hit-and-run/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/26/sarasota-county-deputies-bust-massage-parlor-prostitutions-business/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/26/sarasota-county-deputies-bust-massage-parlor-prostitutions-business/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/26/officer-surprises-young-boy-he-was-asked-remove-with-new-playstation/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/26/officer-surprises-young-boy-he-was-asked-remove-with-new-playstation/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/27/toys-tots-seeking-new-location/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/27/toys-tots-seeking-new-location/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/27/bradenton-marauders-team-up-with-local-kids-once-in-a-lifetime-opportunity/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/27/bradenton-marauders-team-up-with-local-kids-once-in-a-lifetime-opportunity/


 First Alert Weather: Seasonable rain chances for several days, but we stay hot

ABC7 News at 11pm - July 26, 2023



ABC7 News at 7pm - July 26, 2023



Public Inspection File PUBLICFILE@WWSB.TV - 941-552-0777 Terms of Service Privacy Policy EEO Statement FCC Applications

Closed Captioning/Audio Description Advertising Digital Advertising

At Gray, our journalists report, write, edit and produce the news content that informs the communities we serve. Click here to learn more about our approach to artificial intelligence.

A Gray Media Group, Inc. Station - © 2002-2023 Gray Television, Inc.

News Live Coronavirus
Weather Suncoast View Empowering Voices
Share It! Livecams

WWSB
1477 10th Street
Sarasota, FL 34236
(941) 552-0777

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/25/mote-marine-laboratory-releases-details-death-hugh-manatee/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/27/first-alert-weather-seasonable-rain-chances-several-days-we-stay-hot/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/video/2023/07/27/abc7-news-11pm-july-26-2023/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/video/2023/07/27/abc7-news-11pm-july-26-2023/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/video/2023/07/27/abc7-news-7pm-july-26-2023/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/video/2023/07/27/abc7-news-7pm-july-26-2023/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/WWSB
mailto:PUBLICFILE@WWSB.TV
https://www.mysuncoast.com/terms-of-service/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/privacy-policy/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/api/manager/download/1cbc9bde-b376-cd24-a246-52df8bd7436b/f59c5c9b-044f-4f78-bf60-4ecdae37e833.pdf
https://webpubcontent.gray.tv/gdm/fcc/wwsb-fcc_applications.pdf
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2018/10/15/closed-captioning
https://www.mysuncoast.com/advertising
https://wwsb.graydigitalmedia.com/
https://gray.tv/uploads/documents/Gray-Television-AI-Policy.pdf
https://www.mysuncoast.com/news
https://www.mysuncoast.com/livestream
https://www.mysuncoast.com/health/coronavirus
https://www.mysuncoast.com/weather
https://www.mysuncoast.com/video-gallery/news/entertainment/suncoast-view/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/video-gallery/news/black-almanac/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/community/user-content
https://www.mysuncoast.com/weather/cams/


https://www.mysuncoast.com/2023/07/27/first-alert-weather-seasonable-rain-chances-several-days-we-stay-hot/

