6/14/23, 9:26 AM Contamination from Piney Point spill detected as far away as Tarpon Springs | WFLA

Now
Watch News Channel 8 on WTTA

by: Jeff Patterson
Posted: Jun 13, 2023 / 07:28 PM EDT
Updated: Jun 14, 2023 / 04:49 AM EDT

MANATEE COUNTY, Fla. (WFLA) — A new study shows contaminated wastewater from the former Piney Point fertilizer plant spread much further

than originally suspected.

In March of 2021, leaks were found in the containment walls of the plant. Stored at the top of the phosphogypsum stack were more than 400

million gallons of highly contaminated wastewater.

In April, fearing the containment walls would collapse and flood the surrounding community, officials released more than 200 million gallons of

wastewater from the plant into Tampa Bay.
Spike in ocean heat stuns scientists: Have we breached a climate tipping point? »
Now a study shows that wastewater traveled as far as Tarpon Springs.

“What we found is that the water that was discharged at Piney Point had an isotopic signature that no one had ever seen before in Florida,” said

David Tomasko the Executive Director of the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program.

The isotopic signature allowed researchers to track the flow of the contaminated wastewater, but finding the signature at a test sight in Tarpon

Springs was a surprise.
“I think it’s the worst thing that happened in decades,” said Tomasko.
He says the contamination contributed to red tide in the Gulf of Mexico.

“Functionally, it’s as if we had 10 billion gallons of wastewater spill out into the bay in 10 days. Of course, you are going to have a horrible red

tide,” said Tomasko.
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He says the impact of the spill will be seen for some time to come.

“We don’t even know how big the impacts are because it’s still too early,” said Tomasko.
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BESTR=VIEWS

Products that help scared pups learn to love water
TRAINING / 18 Hours Ago

Do you have a water-averse dog? Try these products designed to help them conquer their fear of water.

https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/manatee-county/contamination-from-piney-point-spill-detected-as-far-away-as-tarpon-springs/ 2/9


https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/pets-br/training-br/products-that-help-scared-pups-learn-to-love-water/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/pets-br/training-br/products-that-help-scared-pups-learn-to-love-water/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/pets-br/training-br/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/pets-br/training-br/products-that-help-scared-pups-learn-to-love-water/

6/14/23, 9:26 AM Contamination from Piney Point spill detected as far away as Tarpon Springs | WFLA

/

Salad spinners, mandoline slicers and other tools ...
UTENSILS & GADGETS / 18 Hours Ago

Whether you’re planning a summer picnic or enjoying an evening at home, here are the top kitchen tools for making a fresh summer salad.

Tips to keep your house cool during summer
HEATING, COOLING & AIR QUALITY / 19 Hours Ago

Try these tips and strategies for keeping you and your house cool in the summer without running up your electricity bill.

https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/manatee-county/contamination-from-piney-point-spill-detected-as-far-away-as-tarpon-springs/ 3/9


https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/kitchen-br/utensils-gadgets-br/salad-spinners-mandoline-slicers-and-other-tools-for-a-fresh-summer-salad/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/kitchen-br/utensils-gadgets-br/salad-spinners-mandoline-slicers-and-other-tools-for-a-fresh-summer-salad/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/kitchen-br/utensils-gadgets-br/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/kitchen-br/utensils-gadgets-br/salad-spinners-mandoline-slicers-and-other-tools-for-a-fresh-summer-salad/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/home-br/heating-cooling-air-quality-br/tips-to-keep-your-house-cool-during-summer/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/home-br/heating-cooling-air-quality-br/tips-to-keep-your-house-cool-during-summer/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/home-br/heating-cooling-air-quality-br/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/home-br/heating-cooling-air-quality-br/tips-to-keep-your-house-cool-during-summer/

6/14/23, 9:26 AM Contamination from Piney Point spill detected as far away as Tarpon Springs | WFLA

View All BestReviews

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Daily News

Your email

TOP STORIES

o TN T W 1

Top Stories

MORE STORIES

https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/manatee-county/contamination-from-piney-point-spill-detected-as-far-away-as-tarpon-springs/ 4/9


https://www.wfla.com/news
https://www.wfla.com/news
https://www.wfla.com/news
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/florida-man-allegedly-threw-7-inch-knife-after-being-denied-ride-to-gamestop-deputies-say/
https://www.wfla.com/news/national/naacp-says-it-is-disappointed-biden-ended-pause-on-federal-student-loan-payments/
https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/crash-backs-up-traffic-on-howard-frankland-bridge/
https://www.wfla.com/news/burger-king-to-add-spicy-nuggets-new-drink-to-menus-nationwide/
https://www.wfla.com/news/politics/five-takeaways-from-trumps-arraignment/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/florida-man-allegedly-threw-7-inch-knife-after-being-denied-ride-to-gamestop-deputies-say/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/florida-man-allegedly-threw-7-inch-knife-after-being-denied-ride-to-gamestop-deputies-say/
https://www.wfla.com/news/national/naacp-says-it-is-disappointed-biden-ended-pause-on-federal-student-loan-payments/
https://www.wfla.com/news/national/naacp-says-it-is-disappointed-biden-ended-pause-on-federal-student-loan-payments/
https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/crash-backs-up-traffic-on-howard-frankland-bridge/
https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/crash-backs-up-traffic-on-howard-frankland-bridge/
https://www.wfla.com/news/burger-king-to-add-spicy-nuggets-new-drink-to-menus-nationwide/
https://www.wfla.com/news/burger-king-to-add-spicy-nuggets-new-drink-to-menus-nationwide/
https://www.wfla.com/news/politics/five-takeaways-from-trumps-arraignment/
https://www.wfla.com/news/politics/five-takeaways-from-trumps-arraignment/

6/14/23, 9:26 AM Contamination from Piney Point spill detected as far away as Tarpon Springs | WFLA
AP Casket of Italian ex-Premier Silvio Berlusconiis ...

l.:— At least 78 migrants dead and dozens feared missing ...
AP Despite serious legal threat, Trump turns day in ...
Tampa designates June as Vitiligo Awareness Month
Deputies: Man throws knife after being denied ride ...

Erdogan says no change in Turkey’s stance on Sweden’s ...

What you should know as the Fed nears the peak of ...

5 Blinken heads to China this weekend on mission to ...

More Stories

r B - o

https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/manatee-county/contamination-from-piney-point-spill-detected-as-far-away-as-tarpon-springs/ 5/9


https://www.wfla.com/news/international/ap-international/silvio-berlusconis-polarizing-force-in-italy-remains-strong-as-his-funeral-is-held-in-milan/
https://www.wfla.com/news/international/ap-international/silvio-berlusconis-polarizing-force-in-italy-remains-strong-as-his-funeral-is-held-in-milan/
https://www.wfla.com/news/international/ap-international/greece-more-than-80-migrants-rescued-from-capsized-fishing-vessel/
https://www.wfla.com/news/international/ap-international/greece-more-than-80-migrants-rescued-from-capsized-fishing-vessel/
https://www.wfla.com/news/politics/ap-politics/trump-turns-his-day-in-court-into-a-campaign-event-despite-serious-political-and-legal-threats/
https://www.wfla.com/news/politics/ap-politics/trump-turns-his-day-in-court-into-a-campaign-event-despite-serious-political-and-legal-threats/
https://www.wfla.com/news/for-the-culture/tampa-designates-june-as-vitiligo-awareness-month/
https://www.wfla.com/news/for-the-culture/tampa-designates-june-as-vitiligo-awareness-month/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/florida-man-allegedly-threw-7-inch-knife-after-being-denied-ride-to-gamestop-deputies-say/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/florida-man-allegedly-threw-7-inch-knife-after-being-denied-ride-to-gamestop-deputies-say/
https://www.wfla.com/news/international/ap-international/erdogan-says-no-change-in-turkeys-stance-on-swedens-nato-membership/
https://www.wfla.com/news/international/ap-international/erdogan-says-no-change-in-turkeys-stance-on-swedens-nato-membership/
https://www.wfla.com/news/national/ap-us-news/what-you-should-know-as-the-fed-nears-the-peak-of-its-rate-hiking-cycle/
https://www.wfla.com/news/national/ap-us-news/what-you-should-know-as-the-fed-nears-the-peak-of-its-rate-hiking-cycle/
https://www.wfla.com/news/politics/ap-politics/blinken-heads-to-china-this-weekend-on-mission-to-salvage-sinking-ties-and-keep-communications-open/
https://www.wfla.com/news/politics/ap-politics/blinken-heads-to-china-this-weekend-on-mission-to-salvage-sinking-ties-and-keep-communications-open/
https://www.wfla.com/news

6/14/23, 9:26 AM Contamination from Piney Point spill detected as far away as Tarpon Springs | WFLA

HEATING UP

PATCHY CLOUDS

MAINLY DRY
STRAY SHOWER

INLAND SHOWERS

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Breaking News

Your email

BESTREVIEWS.COM - TOP GIFTS TO MAKE EVERYONE HAPPY THIS SUMMER
u The trendiest Father’s Day gifts that will still ...
7—

Reviews + 1 day ago

I § Treatyour dad with these great Father’s Day gifts

@\ '\- | Holiday « 5 days ago

9t =7 90+ of the best gifts for Dad

Holiday « 5 days ago

| Best Father’s Day gifts for dads who golf

Holiday « 5 days ago

Cool Father’s Day gifts for Dad that’ll arrive on ...

Holiday « 5 days ago

g Last-minute Father’s Day gifts that will still impress ...
1

Holiday « 5 days ago

https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/manatee-county/contamination-from-piney-point-spill-detected-as-far-away-as-tarpon-springs/ 6/9


https://www.wfla.com/video
https://www.wfla.com/weather/
https://bestreviews.com/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/great-last-minute-fathers-day-gifts-you-can-still-order-in-time-for-the-weekend/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/great-last-minute-fathers-day-gifts-you-can-still-order-in-time-for-the-weekend/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/best-fathers-day-gifts/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/best-fathers-day-gifts/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/100-of-the-best-gifts-for-dad/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/100-of-the-best-gifts-for-dad/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/best-fathers-day-gifts-for-dads-who-golf/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/best-fathers-day-gifts-for-dads-who-golf/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/cool-fathers-day-gifts-for-dad-thatll-arrive-on-time/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/cool-fathers-day-gifts-for-dad-thatll-arrive-on-time/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/last-minute-fathers-day-gifts-that-will-still-impress-dad/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/last-minute-fathers-day-gifts-that-will-still-impress-dad/
https://www.wfla.com/reviews/br/apparel-br/holiday-br/

6/14/23, 9:26 AM Contamination from Piney Point spill detected as far away as Tarpon Springs | WFLA

View All BestReviews Picks

v Tampa, FL Yy 84°

MAX
|

Lightning data provided by ENTLN Lightning | Baron Weather | © OpenStreetMap contributors

TRENDING STORIES

1 Attorney: 1st-grade teacher shot by student was fired

2 These are the safest suburbs in 2023, study says

3 Florida man claims top prize-winning lottery ticket

4 Ocean heat spikes: Have we reached a climate tipping ...
5 2Florida nude beaches named ‘best’ in the world

6 TPA offers nonstop flights to 10 Caribbean destinations
7 Mile-long Pride flag stretches from Gulf to Atlantic

8 Breeze Airways offering $45 flights from Tampa

ANY WHERE AN_Y“TI
7
J’{!A' '

s

https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/manatee-county/contamination-from-piney-point-spill-detected-as-far-away-as-tarpon-springs/ 7/9


https://bestreviews.com/
https://baronweather.com/
https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
https://www.wfla.com/news/national/virginia-1st-grade-teacher-who-was-shot-by-student-was-fired-attorney-says/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/these-are-the-safest-suburbs-in-2023-study-says-did-yours-make-the-list/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida-lottery/florida-man-claims-top-prize-winning-lottery-ticket/
https://www.wfla.com/weather/climate-classroom/spike-in-ocean-heat-stuns-scientists-have-we-breached-a-climate-tipping-point/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/2-florida-nude-beaches-named-best-in-the-world/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/tampa-international-airport-offers-nonstop-flights-to-10-caribbean-destinations/
https://www.wfla.com/news/mile-long-pride-flag-stretches-across-the-state-of-florida/
https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/breeze-airways-offering-flights-as-low-as-45-from-tampa/

6/14/23, 9:26 AM Contamination from Piney Point spill detected as far away as Tarpon Springs | WFLA

4 Do d on the . GETITON
@& App Store [l P Google Play

| Evoc;éle Play

DON'T MISS

Hillsborough County

» ‘Hero’: HCSO deputy saves mom, 5 kids trapped in ...

Hillsborough County « 6 days ago

» Florida diver finds massive megalodon tooth in Venice

Sarasota County « 6 days ago

o Taco Bell testing Vegan Crunchwrap in FL for limited ...

Florida « 7 days ago

» Regal Cinemas Citrus Park closes

Hillsborough County « 6 days ago

View All Don't Miss

[

https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/manatee-county/contamination-from-piney-point-spill-detected-as-far-away-as-tarpon-springs/ 8/9


https://www.wfla.com/
https://www.wfla.com/news/
https://www.wfla.com/wflanow/
https://www.wfla.com/max-defender-8-live/
https://www.wfla.com/weather/
https://www.wfla.com/interactive-radar/
https://www.wfla.com/8-on-your-side/
https://www.wfla.com/disney/
https://www.wfla.com/meet-the-team/
https://www.wfla.com/video/
https://www.wfla.com/newscast/
https://www.wfla.com/daytime/
https://www.wfla.com/news-channel-8-on-great-38-newscast/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/wfla-news-channel-8-tampa-fl/id567655039
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nexstar.id3567new&hl
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/max-defender-8-weather-app/id533796437
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.wfila.android.weather&hl
https://www.wfla.com/dont-miss/
https://www.wfla.com/dont-miss/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/usf-professor-resurfaces-after-living-underwater-for-100-days/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/a-true-hero-hcso-deputy-good-samaritans-save-mother-5-children-trapped-in-car/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/
https://www.wfla.com/news/sarasota-county/florida-diver-finds-massive-megalodon-tooth-in-venice/
https://www.wfla.com/news/sarasota-county/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/taco-bell-testing-vegan-version-of-iconic-crunchwrap-in-3-cities-for-limited-time/
https://www.wfla.com/news/florida/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/regal-cinemas-citrus-park-closes-as-parent-company-eyes-exit-from-bankruptcy/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/usf-professor-resurfaces-after-living-underwater-for-100-days/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/usf-professor-resurfaces-after-living-underwater-for-100-days/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/

6/14/23, 9:26 AM Contamination from Piney Point spill detected as far away as Tarpon Springs | WFLA

# Download on the # Download on the
@& App Store @& App Store

\ GETITON GETITON
» Google Play » Google Play

https://www.wfla.com/news/local-news/manatee-county/contamination-from-piney-point-spill-detected-as-far-away-as-tarpon-springs/ 9/9


https://www.wfla.com/bloom-tampa-bay/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/WFLA-TV
https://www.wfla.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/71/2022/09/WFLA-TV-WTTA-TV-2021-2022-Annual-EEO-Public-File-Report-.pdf
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wtta
https://www.wfla.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/71/2022/09/WFLA-TV-WTTA-TV-2021-2022-Annual-EEO-Public-File-Report-.pdf
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wfla-tv/programs-list
https://www.wfla.com/closed-captioning/
https://www.wfla.com/advertising/
https://www.wfla.com/contact-us/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wtta/programs-list/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/wfla-news-channel-8-tampa-fl/id567655039
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nexstar.id3567new&hl
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/max-defender-8-weather-app/id533796437
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.wfila.android.weather&hl
https://www.facebook.com/WFLANewsChannel8/
https://twitter.com/WFLA
https://www.instagram.com/wfla/
https://www.pinterest.com/wfla8tv/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDvJcb8Adv-_bOrtnRLmiDw
https://www.haystack.tv/channel/wfla/
mailto:online@wfla.com
https://www.nexstar.tv/
https://www.nexstar.tv/privacy-policy/
https://www.nexstar.tv/terms-of-use/
https://www.covers.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/fcc-applications/
https://www.wfla.com/contact-us
https://www.thehill.com/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/
https://www.bestreviews.com/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/licensing-nexstars-local-and-national-television-news-footage/
https://www.nexstardigital.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/corporate-social-responsibility/journalistic-integrity/

