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SARASOTA COUNTY (WFLA) – There’s been a record-breaking number of manatee deaths so far in 2021. The

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission recorded 841 deaths between January 1 and July 2. That

number tops the state’s all-time annual record from back in 2013.

Scientists blame poor water quality in the Indian River Lagoon. They say the lack of seagrass ultimately took a toll

on the state’s manatee population.

The executive director of the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program is worried the Tampa Bay area could be facing a

similar fate with red tide ravaging the area and severely impacting water quality.

“Until fairly recently, we were doing quite well, but over the last couple of years, we are actually moving in the

wrong direction,” said Dr. David Tomasko.

The Southwest Florida Water Management District found Tampa Bay recently lost 13 percent of its seagrass.

Sarasota Bay is at a 12-year low. It lost about 18 percent of its seagrass between 2018 and 2020.
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Dr. Tomasko says the bad red tide bloom from 2018 is in part to blame.

“We can’t really afford to lose a whole lot more and still expect to be able to support the Manatee population and

green sea turtles and �sh population that we are used to seeing. We have always had red tide, we will always have

red tide in the future, but what makes red tide worse is what we call human-induced nutrient loads,” said the

executive director.

Experts explained to 8 On Your Side, the red tide toxins don’t directly impact seagrass. However, a severe bloom

for an extended period of time can take a toll.

“Red tide makes the water very dark and if the water is very dark and it starts to get warm, that is a problem for

seagrass meadows,” said Dr. Tomasko.

Other local experts say only time will tell how the seagrass beds will stand up to the high levels of red tide.

“People compare what we are experience right now to 2018, but the 2018 red tide really �red up in the latter part

of the summer in the middle of the wet season,” said the executive director. “In June in Tampa Bay, it was

beautiful, it looks like the Caribbean, but by the time we got to August and September, it was really awful �sh

kills. We are already starting off the beginning of this wet season with worse water quality than where we were in

2018 and that doesn’t mean we are going to follow that same trajectory, but we are starting off the wet season in

worse condition then we started off the wet season in 2018 and that is concerning,” he continued.

Copyright 2021 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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‘Not okay for kids to commit murder for coming to school without a mask,’ school board member says
by Thomas Fleming/ KFOR / Aug 11, 2021

NORMAN, Okla. (KFOR) - One Norman school board member is responding after controversial comments at a

Monday meeting drew the attention of the governor’s of�ce.

VIDEO: Watch the Norman School Board meeting
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Meet Moby: Discovery Cove welcomes new baby dolphin
by WESH / Aug 11, 2021

ORLANDO, Fla. (WESH) — On Tuesday, Discovery Cove announced a new addition: Baby Moby!

"Moby is already 75 lbs. and hitting all of his important milestones. He is nursing and enjoying special bonding
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LIVE: Gov. DeSantis, Florida education commissioner hold press conference at St. Pete school
by WFLA 8 On Your Side Staff / Aug 11, 2021

time with mom," the Orlando theme park said in a post on Facebook.

TAMPA, Fla. (WFLA) — Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis and Department of Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran

will visit Lakewood Elementary in St Petersburg Wednesday morning
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A press release does not mention speci�cs, but said the governor and Corcoran will be speaking at the school

around 10�30 a.m.
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