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BRADENTON, Fla. — Every afternoon Paul Meunier rides his bike around the

waters in Manatee County.

“I've been here six years and I haven’t seen the thickness of what’s been

floating in the water,” said Meunier.
He’s never seen anything like the smelly algae bloom growing in Tampa Bay.

“It’s really thick on the other side of the persevere so thick the birds can walk

on it,” Meunier said.

Scientists believe the blue-green algae called Lyngbya, growing at an alarming
rate, could be a result of the 215 million gallons of polluted wastewater released

from Piney Point in April.

“There’s a lot of circumstantial evidence that suggests that the releases brought
a nitrogen and phosphorus load to our parts of the bay where this is blowing up
on us,” said David Tomasko, executive director of Sarasota Bay Estuary

Program.

Scientists from the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program said an excessive amount of

algae could release toxins causing fish kills and a rotten egg-like odor.

"That rotten egg smell, that only forms when there’s no oxygen in the water.
And so in areas where there’s not oxygen in the water if you’re a big fish you
can just swim away, if you're a small fish, you can't go anywhere and basically

those guys are going to just die,” said Tomasko.

It also irritates skin so swimming near it is not advised. The Sarasota Bay
Estuary Program is advising local governments to remove as much of the algae

from the water as possible and shut Piney point down for good.
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Local News and Weather 24/7, wherever you stream TV.
Download the FREE ABC Action News Channel.


https://www.abcactionnews.com/apps?utm_source=website&utm_medium=local-promo-right-rail&utm_campaign=OTT
https://www.abcactionnews.com/
https://www.abcactionnews.com/weather/alerts

ST WETS, e ¥ 2 weather alerts

News Video Good Morning Tampa Bay
n @ Yy Driving Tampa Bay Forward Taking Action for You

— Taste and See Tampa Bay Support

(11
Scripps Local Media
© 2021 Scripps Media,

| Sitemap Privacy Policy Privacy Center
nc

Journalism Ethics Guidelines Terms of Use EEO Careers
FCC Public Files Public File Contact

Accessibility Statement Closed Captioning Contact

FCC Application


https://www.abcactionnews.com/news
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/region-sarasota-manatee/null
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/gmtb
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/driving-tampa-bay-forward
https://www.abcactionnews.com/money/consumer/taking-action-for-you
https://www.abcactionnews.com/lifestyle/taste-and-see
http://support.abcactionnews.com/support/home
https://www.abcactionnews.com/sitemap
https://www.abcactionnews.com/privacy-policy
https://www.abcactionnews.com/privacy-contact
https://assets.scrippsdigital.com/docs/journalism-ethics-guidelines.pdf
https://www.abcactionnews.com/terms-of-use
https://www.abcactionnews.com/eeo
https://scripps.com/careers/find-a-job/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wfts-tv
https://www.abcactionnews.com/public-file-contact-us
https://www.abcactionnews.com/accessibility-statement
https://www.abcactionnews.com/closed-captioning-contact
https://www.abcactionnews.com/fcc-application
https://scripps.com/our-brands/local-media/
https://www.abcactionnews.com/
https://www.abcactionnews.com/weather/alerts

